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Friends of NRA Annual Dinner 

and Auction 

 

Yep, it’s that time of the year.  Mark your 

calendar for April 7
th

, 5 pm at the Savannah 

Center.  Tickets are $50 and can be ordered online 

at www.friendsofnra.org/fl or contact Bob Walls 

at 352-391-1651, rdwalls@comcast.net.   

 

The VSS Club will sponsor a Founders Table and 

4 other tables (2 for members and 2 for 

volunteers).   

 

Last year 6 tables were filled by VSS members!   

  

$50 gets you a Prime Rib Dinner, cash bar, and a 

chance at several door prizes, including at least 

one firearm. Raffle and Game Money are 

available at the event.  The ticket packages are 

definitely the best deal because they include your 

entry ticket, some Game Money, and raffle 

Tickets. 

 

Shooter’s World Update 
 

There are no photos in this issue of the newsletter 

since little has changed from last month.  Just 

more moving of dirt.  When there is something 

more to show, we will include it.   

 

MEMBER MEETING Recap 
 

Posted on the web site is the presentation 

including the club’s annual financial report, and a 

review of gun friendly states.  Finally, the file 

reviews the NEED of hard (physical) vs Soft 

(mental) skils training. 

 

 

What Else Is Going On 
 

Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act 
 

Source: NRA-ILA.org as reported on line. 

 

What the Media Doesn’t Want You to Know: 

Enactment of National Reciprocity is closer 

than Ever! 

 

Friday, February 2, 2018 

 

This newsletter won’t try to just copy what the 

NRA has released to the media, but is a source for 

an update on the CCRA.   

 

The NRA has remained calmly focused on the job 

our members depend on us to do: protecting and 

advancing the right to keep and bear arms. There 

number one agenda item on Capitol Hill remains 

passage of national reciprocity.   

 

The Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act has already 

passed the House with a bipartisan majority. The 

NRA is now laying the groundwork for success in 

the Senate, and trying to ensure every Senate 

office knows where the NRA stands on this 

landmark legislation for gun owners. They are 

dispelling misinformation and providing the facts 

that support the necessity of the bill.  

 

If you are inclined, consider contacting your U.S. 

Senators and urge them to cosponsor and support 

passage of national reciprocity legislation. You 

can call your U.S. Senators via the U.S. Capitol 

Switchboard at (202) 224-3121. 

 

 

 

http://www.friendsofnra.org/fl
mailto:rdwalls@comcast.net
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A New Local Gun Store 
 

Some of the club members have found and 

frequented a new gun store in Leesburg.  It is 

Twilight Firearms at 813 North Boulevard West 

(aka US 441 at the corner of Lee St.).  Paul 

Spoltore is the owner (family owned).  Paul is 

involved in community shoots, is a Chief RSO 

conducting RSO classes as well as concealed 

carry.  He has access to a gun smith should you 

need something more than a thorough cleaning.  

Paul is also involved in the US 441 indoor 

shooting range under development (expected door 

opening is the 4
th

 quarter of this year). 

 

Lending Library Expansion 
 

The library has expanded to include training 

pistols and LaserLyte Trainer with 

a Target Quick Tyme Kit.  The 

library has many DVD videos on 

topics ranging from improving your 

shooting skills to concealed carry tactics and 

techniques.  However, some of us no longer have 

DVD players. No problem since 

the Lending Library has 3 portable 

DVD players that may be checked 

out. 

 

Visit our web site and review the latest in library 

support capabilities.  Go to the Member Services 

tab, and pan down to the Lending Library link. 

 

 

       INSTRUCTOR’S CORNER  

By Stephen Mosel 

(These articles are the opinions of the writer only and in no 

way reflect official positions of the Village Straight Shooters 

- or anyone with good sense for that matter) 

 

Consider the Source 
 

At any given club shooting event, you’ll mostly 

see the same instructors and RSO’s (Range Safety 

Officers) walking the lines and putting in a lot of 

hours. These volunteers belong to a relatively 

small group who share information with each 

other in order to improve performance. Of course 

we talk about safety issues, but sometimes chat 

regarding those cringe-worthy moments that stand 

out. A significant number of these incidents 

involve well-meaning friends or relatives handing 

out questionable advice and often incorrect 

suggestions. To be certain that these sessions 

don’t wander into the realm of being unsafe, 

we’ve established a rule that the only other person 

allowed in any shooter’s space is an RSO or 

instructor. Although a husband “teaching” his 

wife how to shoot his way might know how to 

instruct properly, bad advice – when you’re 

dealing with firearms – can lead to bad 

consequences. Therefore, we don’t take any 

chances. 

 

Now don’t get me wrong - I do love a good 

debate. And, in the world of firearms, there are 

numerous approaches to training methods, gun 

education, proper procedures and attitudes, etc. 

During these exchanges, I often learn new 

techniques and interesting solutions to problems. 

But healthy discussion is different than 

pontificating. At some club events, you’ll 

sometimes find someone holding court, 

convincingly explaining that their way is the only 

way and that they’ve got the credentials to back it 

up. We have a wealth of shooting backgrounds 

here and it sometimes seems that just about every 

other member you talk to is ex-military, law 

enforcement or some other such thing. This leads 

to some strong, time-hardened opinions that are 

difficult – if not impossible – to change. The 

problem is, of course, that the technology and 

variety of firearm selection has changed 

considerably in the last fifty years and many older 

techniques have been improved upon. So it 

behooves you to be as certain as you can that the 

source of such information is credible and current. 

 

The Internet is a great example of this. YouTube 

is an amazing tool to extricate yourself from 

various gunsmithing conundrums. But beware if 

there’s only one film and it’s from an unproven 

source. You just might find yourself in more 

trouble than you began with and end up showing 

up on Jim Schiefer’s doorstep with a box full of 

parts. (For those of you who don’t know him, Jim 
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is our lead instructor and knows more than the 

average bear about putting guns back together). 

It’s much better if there are several examples that 

say, basically, the same thing, especially if one of 

the sources is the manufacturer. On the other 

hand, if you read the Amazon reviews of a 

particular gun-related item you’re dreaming of 

buying, read ALL the reviews. The perfect ones, 

giving perfect scores, may just be from those 

same manufacturers making their product look 

flawless. Those reviewers that suggest some flaws 

are more likely to be the real deal and not just 

marketing hype. 

 

I think you’ll find that those instructors and 

RSO’s mentioned above are a credible source. 

Our motivation is simply to make you a safer and 

more capable shooter - not to impress you with 

our knowledge. If we don’t know the answer, 

we’ll find out and get back to you. Those hours 

and hours on the lines pay off after a while, as we 

see the same mistakes and constantly share in the 

best solutions. Chat us up sometime at a meeting 

or seminar and we’ll be more than happy to talk 

guns. But just realize that, alas, we don’t have any 

inside track on how to win the coveted “Donor 

Appreciation Award” top prize. 

 

 

 

MEET THE MEMBER 
By Stephen Mosel 

 

Steve Gianelos …… The Man With 

X-Ray Vision 
 

As kids, we all 

dream about what 

we want to be 

when we grow up. 

In Steve’s case, 

this Ohio-born lad 

wanted to be a 

pilot – but wearing glasses put an end to that. 

Becoming an astronomer was next on the list – 

but lousy math skills squelched that particular 

dream. One thing that worked in his favor was 

that he met his future wife, Judy and is still 

convinced that she “conspired” with friends to 

trick him into meeting her. (This writer will have 

to research this story to get to the truth of the 

matter). They’ve been together now for 51 years, 

so obviously, whatever happened, it worked! In 

1966, Steve entered college, still not knowing 

what he wanted to become. Like death and taxes, 

the only thing for certain was that in 1966, you 

were going to eventually be drafted. Being pro-

active by nature and wanting to control his own 

destiny, Steve beat the government to it and 

enlisted in the Air Force. It got kind of interesting 

for a while because, after Basic, he became a cop   

– providing security for Air Force One. Although 

a lot of unglamorous 

and tedious hours were 

spent walking the 

wings of POTUS’s 

ride, it did lead to a 

Top Drawer security clearance.  

 

Eventually, the war caught up 

to him and Steve was 

transferred to Vietnam. So, 

from 1968 to 1969, this son of 

a pacifist became intimately 

familiar with .50 cal machine 

guns on armored personnel carriers, M-16 & M-

60’s, 38 specials and – his favorite – the 

“Blooper” (an M-79 rocket propelled grenade 

launcher). Although he had an ingrained love for 

travel, the Binh Dinh Province in Vietnam – with 

all its harrowing adventures - was exactly where 

he didn’t want to be! 

 

Returning stateside, Steve was stationed in Ohio 

as a desk sergeant, controlling a squad. Although 

he had their new Squadron Commander arrested 

at gunpoint one night for jumping a fence in a 

restricted area, he still managed to be promoted to 

Staff Sergeant and – of course – was assigned to 

that very same Squadron Commander until his 

discharge in 1971. Finally, he was done with 

guns, once and forever and didn’t want anything 

to do with them ever again!  

 

That same year, he entered a field that was to 

become his lifelong career, Radiology, starting in 

the technology program at St. Luke’s Hospital in 
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Cleveland. Two years later, he was licensed. After 

five years at The Cleveland Clinic, he was on to 

Mt. Sinai in Cleveland as Chief Tech of the 

department. In 1980, Steve became the Corporate 

Radiation Safety Officer for Ohio Nuclear and 

two years later, moved to Applications and 

Marketing, making many trips to Europe training 

physicians in the new technology. In 1985, Steve 

moved to New Jersey to work for Siemens 

Medical as a VP of all radiology businesses. He 

retired for a full six months – got bored with that 

lifestyle - and returned to the workplace with GE 

Medical in 1998. Along the way, he completed his 

BSBA and then, MBA. Obviously becoming 

bored easily, he and his wife, Judy, moved to 

Pennsylvania to be closer to – and spoil – the 

grandchildren, all the while running the GE X-

Ray business from his home office. Finally, bored 

once more, he retired again. That lasted two years 

this time, and Steve then became a licensed 

Pharmacy Technologist.  Alas, finally retiring for 

good in 2015. 

 

In 2015, they visited a former GE co-worker, Jan 

Kloeffer and her husband, Terry, in some 

retirement community called The Villages. Judy 

was smitten with the place and the rest is history. 

His friend, Terry, a Villages Straight Shooter 

member, got him thinking about guns again and – 

much to the benefit of the Club – he became an 

RSO and recently an instructor. He and Judy still 

travel extensively and keep the impossible travel 

schedule of a National Geographic explorer. 

 

For someone who swore off guns 44 years ago, 

Mr. Gianelos has come a long way. Judy also has 

gotten into shooting and, as I can personally 

attest, has listened to our brilliant instructors and 

steadily improved. If you find Steve at a club 

shoot giving a safety briefing, you’ll forgive him 

if he introduces himself as a “Radiation” Safety 

Officer instead of a ”Range” Safety Officer.  

 

Probably too much radiation over the years! 

 

 

 

 

January 2018 Donor Appreciation 

Award 
 

The giveaway gun was a 

Springfield Armory XD-S 

3.3” 9mm 

 

Savannah Meeting Eisenhower Meeting 

  
Hank Golden Gerry Collard 

 

Congratulations to Hank and Gerry! 
 

 

      Winchester / NRA Achievements 
 

Looks like lots of people are 

moving up through the 

Winchester levels.  Here are 

this month’s advancements. 

 

Attained Expert: John 

Kardel, Paul Schwedfeger 

 

Attained Distinguished Expert: Peter Davio, 

John Kardel, Donald McGinnis James Veitch 

 

Defensive Pistol I, Distinguished Expert:  John 

Dulieu 

 

You can always see the current standings on the 

web site by clicking the header and follow Events 

 Winchester QP | WMP standings. 
 

A well earned Congratulations to All!!  
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Ocala Sportsman’s Association 

Handgun & Rifle (Outdoor Range) 
 

Shooter(s) of the Month for December at the 

Ocala Sportsman Association were: 

 

Session I Session II 

Richard Armstrong James Veitch 

  
Congratulations to Richard and James! 
 

Bullseye Session 12 is under way 

This is a hardy group that shows up every 

Monday during a shooting session.  As you can 

see, Alan Forest who oversees the program, came 

prepared with boots AND life preserver. 

Our admiration to guys AND GALs of this group! 

 

 

 

 
 

Upcoming Club Activities 
 

    Shooting Events 
 

All shoots are scheduled by registering on the 

Club web site via Eventbrite.  Consult the web 

site for availability and current dates and times. 

 

Emeralda Outdoor Range Events: 

 OPEN shoots are on the 1
st
 & 4

th
 Tuesday, 

and 3
rd

 Friday of the month.  

 Beginners shoot the 1
st
 Friday, 8:30am. 

Limited to 8 shooters for more time with an 

instructor. 
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 Bullseye Shooting League shoots are held at 
the Emeralda Outdoor Range for both 

Rimfire and Centerfire. If anyone is interested 

in participating please contact Floyd Dunstan, 

email dunsail2c@gmail.com, for the details. 

 

All Emeralda events: See the website for current 

times and directions. Cost $10 cash; PLEASE try 

to have the exact amount since making change 

can be difficult. 

 

OSA is the 4
th

 Thursday of the 

month at the Outdoor 

Sportsman Assoc. Ocala range 

held at 8:45 and 11 am.  Each session has a 

handgun and separate rifle range. 

 

Shooters World Indoor Range: 

 An OPEN shoot occurs on the 2
nd

 Tuesday of 

the month, 7:30 am – 12:30 pm. $30 paid at 
registration.  Schedule is subject to change or 

cancellation if there are an insufficient number 

of attendees.  

 Winchester is currently once a month at 

Shooter’s World in Tampa, generally the 2
nd

 

Wednesday of the month.   

 

Next Seminar Meeting 

 

The next Seminar is Wednesday, February 21
st
 

which will be on Handgun Accessories, 2 - 3:30 

pm at Sea Breeze.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Classes 
 

Basic Pistol Safety: February 14
th

 and 

March 14th 

Personal Protection I – In the Home 
Thursday, February 15th 

Personal Security II  - Outside the Home 

2 day training course, February 8
th

 and 9th 

 

Register on line at the Club web site. Go to the 

Education tab | VSS Classes. 

 

Next Member Meetings 
 

The February meeting topic a review 

of the 2018 Shot Show. 

 

Savannah Rec Center:  

Tuesday, February 20th, 4:45 pm – 

6:15 pm.  Doors open at 4:00 pm. NOTE: this is 

an afternoon meeting.   
 

Eisenhower Rec Center:  

Monday, February 26
th

 at 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm. 

Doors open at 5:30pm 

 

February meeting Donor Appreciation Award 

at each meeting will be the Century Arms 

CANIK TP9SFX 5.2" 

Match Grade Barrel, 

9mm, 20+1. 
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