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Shooter’s World Status 

 

Click here for the status and photos 

 

MEMBER MEETING Recap 
 

 

 
 

AMERICA'S COMPLEX 

RELATIONSHIP WITH GUNS 
By Don Fraser 

 

As a nation, the U.S. has a deep and enduring 

connection to guns. Integrated into the fabric of 

American society since the country’s earliest 

days, guns remain a point of pride for many 

Americans. Whether for hunting, sport shooting 

or personal protection, most gun owners count the 

right to bear arms as central to their freedom. At 

the same time, the results of gun-related violence 

have shaken the nation, and debates over gun 

policy remain sharply polarized. 

 

A Pew Research Center survey conducted earlier 

in 2017 attempts to better understand the complex 

relationship Americans have with guns and how 

that relationship intersects with their policy views. 

The survey finds that Americans have broad 

exposure to guns, whether they personally own 

one or not. At least two-thirds have lived in a 

household with a gun at some point in their lives. 

And roughly seven-in-ten – including 55% of 

those who have never personally owned a gun – 

say they have fired a gun at some point. Today, 

three-in-ten U.S. adults say they own a gun, and 

an additional 36% say that while they don’t own 

one now, they might be open to owning a gun in 

the future. A third of adults say they don’t 

currently own a gun and can’t see themselves ever 

doing so.  

 

To be sure, experiences with 

guns aren’t always positive: 

44% of U.S. adults say they 

personally know someone 

who has been shot, either 

accidentally or intentionally, 

and about a quarter (23%) 

say they or someone in their 

family have been threatened 

or intimidated by someone using a gun. Half see 

gun violence as a very big problem in the U.S. 

today, although gun owners and non-owners offer 

divergent views on this. 

 

Gun owners and non-owners are also deeply 

divided on several gun policy proposals, but there 

is agreement on some restrictions, such as 

preventing those with mental illnesses and those 

on federal watch lists from buying guns. Among 

gun owners, there is a diversity of views on gun 

policy, driven in large part by party affiliation. 

 

A majority of gun owners (66%) own multiple 

firearms, and about three-quarters (73%) say they 

could never see themselves not owning a gun. 
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Many American gun owners exist in a social 

context where gun ownership is the norm. 

Roughly half of all gun owners (49%) say that all 

or most of their friends own guns. In stark 

contrast, among those who don’t own a gun, only 

one-in-ten say that all or most of their friends own 

guns.  

 

Two-thirds of gun owners say protection is a 

major reason they own a gun. By comparison, 

about four-in-ten (38%) cite hunting as a major 

reason and three-in-ten cite sport shooting, 

including target shooting, trap and skeet. Fewer 

point to a gun collection (13%) or to their job 

(8%) as being central to why they own a gun. To 

be sure, for many gun owners, these reasons 

overlap: 44% offer more than one major reason 

for owning a gun. 

 

Roughly one-in-seven adults who own or have 

owned a gun (15%) say they have fired or 

threatened to fire a gun to defend themselves, 

their family or their possessions. 

 

Roughly four-in-ten gun owners (38%) say there 

is a gun that is both loaded and easily accessible 

to them all of the time when they’re at home. Men 

are especially likely to have a loaded gun at the 

ready: 43% of male gun owners vs. 29% of 

women who own guns say a loaded gun is always 

easily accessible. 

 

Overall, about seven-in-ten gun owners say they 

own a handgun or a pistol (72%), while 62% say 

they own a rifle and 54% own a shotgun. 

Handguns are more common among those who 

own a gun for protection. 

 

Among those who own a handgun, about one-in-

four (26%) say they carry their gun with them 

outside of their home all or most of the time, a 

share that rises to 41% among those who think of 

their local community as unsafe. 

There is a partisan divide in gun ownership: More 

than four-in-ten Republicans and Republican-

leaning Independents are gun owners (44%), 

compared with 20% of Democrats and 

Independents who lean Democratic. 

 

Gun owners and non-owners alike point to the 

ease with which people can illegally obtain guns 

as a major contributor to gun violence in the U.S., 

but opinions diverge when it comes to guns 

obtained legally. Two-thirds of non-gun owners 

see the ease with which people can legally obtain 

guns as contributing at least a fair amount to gun 

violence; less than half (44%) of gun owners 

share this view. 

 

Many Americans (44%) say they personally know 

someone who has been shot, either accidentally or 

intentionally. Higher share of gun owners (51%) 

than non-owners (40%) report that they know 

someone who has been shot, either accidentally or 

intentionally. 

 

Separately, about a quarter of Americans (23%) – 

including roughly equal shares of gun owners and 

non-owners – say they or someone in their family 

have been threatened or intimidated by someone 

using a gun. 

 

Overall, 19% of 

all U.S. gun 

owners say they 

belong to the 

NRA. Republican 

and Republican-

leaning gun owners are twice as likely as 

Democratic and Democratic-leaning gun owners 

to say they belong to the NRA (24% vs. 11%). 

And, among Republicans, conservatives have 

significantly higher rates of membership – 28% 

vs. 17% of moderate or liberal Republicans. 

 

For much more facts and figures regarding guns 

in America, the complete report can be found 

here: 

http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2017/06/22/ameri

cas-complex-relationship-with-guns/  

 

Presentation slides are posted on our website 

under the tab Education | Meeting & Seminar 

Presentations. 

 

 

http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2017/06/22/americas-complex-relationship-with-guns/
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2017/06/22/americas-complex-relationship-with-guns/
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       INSTRUCTOR’S CORNER  

By Stephen Mosel 

(These articles are the opinions of the writer only and in no 

way reflect official positions of the Village Straight Shooters 

- or anyone with good sense for that matter) 

 

BUCKLE UP! 
 

After all these years of dabbling in the firearms 

arena, I’ve accumulated quite an eclectic array of 

holsters, carriers and gun-related clothing with 

concealed pockets, quick access, tear-away straps 

and other doodads. A lot of my colleagues like to 

stick with one or two carry methods at the most, 

guaranteeing familiarity and consistency if 

drawing a weapon ever became truly necessary. 

There’s a lot to be said for that thinking as it’s 

been proven that you revert to your training under 

stress (if 

properly 

practiced) and 

limiting your 

carry options 

should limit 

confusion over 

which pocket or 

compartment holds your gun.  

 

But, being the adventurous sort who loves to 

constantly tinker and try to improve on even 

perfectly satisfactory situations, I can’t help but 

go with my whims on any given day, and use 

multiple platforms to carry concealed. My 

rationale is that as long as I train with all the 

options, I’m good to go and will leave it to my 

muscle memory to remember where I’ve stashed 

the weapon. (This is not recommended for the 

fainthearted and training is a serious must!) 

 

Ultimately though, I have to concede that because 

of its reliability, speed of accessibility and 

comfort, that belt-related carry is the method I 

return to the most. After trying some of my more 

harebrained carry schemes, returning to the belt is 

like coming home again. Note: Be CERTAIN that 

all training is done with an empty firearm and that 

all ammunition is out of the room in which you 

are practicing.  

 

A really vital point about this subject should be 

brought to light here:  A good gun belt is every bit 

as important as a good holster. A belt works with 

the holster as a part of the setup, and without the 

right fit and strength of material, you’re liable to 

collapse that dress belt you’re depending upon, 

draw your gun with the holster still on it and try to 

look dangerous. Since just about all holsters are 

supposed to cover the trigger guard, this might 

lead to some levity on the part of the evil doer and 

just add to your already considerable woes. 

 

Like a lot of items in the gun industry these days, 

your choices are so numerous that it can become 

as confusing as shopping at Publix for that can of 

salmon your wife so desperately needs at 8:00 

PM. Should you get it in oil or water? Farm-raised 

or wild? Pacific or Atlantic? How big a can? What 

brand? How much to spend? And all the other 

details she’s sure to have left out. The following is 

a little primer meant to help you get over the 

initial confusion of buying the right gun belt. It 

won’t help a bit with the salmon. 

 

WAIST SIZE:  You’d think this would be the 

easiest problem. Not so. Florida does not allow 

open carry, so your belt is going to have to 

accommodate IWB (inside the waistband) carry 

unless you always wear a cover garment. That 

means that you’re going to need at least one size 

more (maybe two) and – oh yeah – the same goes 

for your pants. A little baggy looking or not, if 

you don’t allow for the extra size, you are not 

going to be comfortable. Even an outside the 

waistband holster takes up a little extra room. If 

you add a magazine or flashlight or knife carrier 

on the other side, you can understand why the belt 

has to be so sturdy. 

 

MATERIAL:  You can go with a canvas 

shooter’s belt or a leather belt. If it’s leather, make 

sure it’s designed as a gun belt. That means it’s 

either very thick leather (which can lead to ill-

fitting clips supporting the holster) or it has an 

insert sewn between the belt panels and usually 

made of Kydex, other plastics or steel. The canvas 

belts should be very stiff and beware of the very 

cheap ones as they are sometimes not stiff enough 
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for a rig of any real weight. The better leather 

belts use excellent quality hides and can easily 

double as dress belts. With canvas belts, just 

realize that some designs are a pain-in-the-butt to 

adjust. You can’t easily let the belt out a bit after a 

big meal, so you big eaters should keep that in 

mind. On the positive side, I think you’ll find that 

most canvas belts are lighter than their leather 

cousins. 

 

BELT WIDTH:  
You’ve basically 

got two choices 

here: 1 ½ inches 

or 1 ¾ inches. Be 

SURE that the 

belt loops on your 

pants will easily 

accommodate the 1 ¾“ size. Most belt loops will 

handle the 1 ½ “. If they are quality gun belts, 

either size is fine. (Check out the photo for 

comparisons – these are all high-quality gun belts 

and range from about $60.00 to $100.00 - 

although you do not have to spend that much to 

get a decent belt - so shop around). As I 

mentioned above be sure that the clips on your 

holster actually fit the thicker leather belts. If they 

don’t, you’re in danger of drawing up the holster 

with the firearm. 

 

PANTS:  If you buy tactical style pants – like 

those sold by 5.11 – they will easily accommodate 

almost any shooter’s belt and the loops are strong 

enough to handle rough wear and tear. If you’re 

worried about style, the canvas shooter’s belt 

often “go with the pants” with matching colors, 

etc.  One possible concern with this outfit is that 

you look rather “tactical” and are kind of 

advertising that you might be carrying a firearm. 

Other pants options should have strongly sewn 

belt loops as do most jeans. An adjustable waist 

band is always a bonus for the concealed carry 

crowd. 

 

Depending upon how you’re built, even a good 

belt has to be securely synched up when even 

medium sized guns are carried. Although slightly 

uncomfortable, it keeps you from constantly 

having to adjust your sagging pants while going 

about your daily affairs. And it reminds you that 

should you have to draw your weapon, everything 

will work the way it was intended to work. It can’t 

be overstated how important it is to have a proper 

belt for the job. Have fun shopping! 

 

MEET THE MEMBER 
By Stephen Mosel 

 

“Distinguished Lady” 
 

OK – Here’s the scenario: You grow up in upstate 

New York, small-town, USA. Your dad is a well-

known marksman as well as a 

hunter and trapper, reloading 

his own ammo and skinning 

the critters he bags. You 

happily accompany him on 

hunts. Sunday turkey shoots 

are a way of life and, even at 

a young age, you know how 

to handle a 12-gauge. You’ve 

developed an independent 

spirit, a love of nature and you’re obviously all set 

up for a life in which firearms play a key role, 

right?! Nope – not to be………….. Read on. 

 

Nadine Swift graduated parochial school and left 

New York, leaving the gun-play behind. She spent 

some time living in Colorado and becoming a 

dedicated “Hippie”, watching Evil Knievel 

attempt to jump the Snake River Canyon and 

joining like-minded flower children at Woodstock 

in 1969 (her dad was one of the contractors that 

built the stage). Taking a hard right turn, Nadine 

eventually spent time working on the 

commodities exchange in New York City, but 

found her true career calling in the food and 

beverage industry. 

 

Nadine and her significant other, John, settled in 

New Jersey for 25 years and have now been 

together for 34. She has kept her upstate New 

York heritage roots intact by owning a cabin on a 

beautiful lake, very near to where she was born. 

Even in that atmosphere and although John hunts 

up there, Nadine was still uninterested in taking 

up firearms again, until about two years ago. 
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With her two sisters already living in The Villages 

and with an early retirement looming, the couple 

decided to make the move to Florida. Nadine 

explored what the retirement community had to 

offer and after perusing the two or three million 

clubs available, found the Straight Shooters. The 

old spark was, once again, lighted. 

 

Nadine’s old firearm skills returned quickly and 

she went through the Winchester program in 

record time, going from beginner to 

“Distinguished Expert” in what seemed like a 

minute. Not Enough! She then completed 

Defensive Pistol 1! 

 

She was a 

dream student 

for any of our 

instructors, 

adapting their 

advice quickly 

and efficiently. 

She’s currently exploring Defensive Pistol 2 and 

is focusing on becoming confident enough to use 

her new Concealed Carry License properly. She’s 

doing it the right way, and will not carry until she 

feels ready. That’s a breath of fresh air for any 

instructor! 

 

You’ll run into Nadine at many of our club 

shoots, meetings or seminars, soaking up the 

knowledge at a breathtaking pace. If you can keep 

up with her, say hi. 

 

Why Carry In Church? – A 

response 
Editor note:  This is not a dissertation against 

Ron George’s December article. Rather Ron and 

Frank are actually friends and work together to 

ensure the most accurate information is presented 

to an audience. 

 

Firearms and Church 
 

Ron George’s article, “Why Carry in Church”, in 

the December 2017 issue of The Reticle© makes 

a number of salient points, not the least of which 

is the fact that church can be just as prone to 

violent encounters as are public schools.   

 

According to the 

U.S. Justice 

Department (FBI) 

Uniform Crime 

Report, churches 

are more likely to 

encounter issues requiring Law Enforcement (LE) 

assistance, including violent confrontations, than 

are public schools.  However, such incidents are 

rarely reported on the nightly news unless they are 

exceptionally sensational.   

 

It is, however, important to recognize a number of 

considerations before deciding to carry on church 

property: First, Florida State Statute 790.06 

section 12(a)  makes it a criminal offense to carry 

any weapon on church property if that church has 

a certified day care center, private or open to the 

public; or if it has an accredited school which 

includes any private Christian school unless the 

pastor in charge or the principal, whomever has 

authority, allows such in writing, a highly unlikely 

event given today’s litigious environment. 

 

Over the past few years, the NRA and other 

organizations have made efforts to repeal the 

church prohibition, on days when the school or 

day care center are not in operation; typically 

Saturday and Sundays would be exempt without 

the need for pastoral permission to carry.  Most 

recently, Florida Bill SB 274 in the Florida Senate 

Judiciary Committee was killed without a hearing 

due to anti-gun senators Anitere Flores, 

Republican from Miami and all the Democrats on 

that committee.  Consequently, the issue for this 

year is dead. 

 

Criminal activity data clearly demonstrates that 

criminals, as well as, foreign or domestic terrorists 

prefer unarmed citizens.  We don’t see attacks at 

gun shops or shooting ranges.  Data also shows 

gun crimes against large groups of people 

generally occur in places where guns are 

prohibited by law, or where guns in the hands of 

citizens are less likely to be present.  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/politics-government/government/anitere-flores-PEPLT00008263-topic.html
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Second, during a critical encounter, our senses are 

affected.  We experience tunnel vision and 

hearing impairment.  Without specific training, it 

is difficult to determine how we will react.  

Aiming cannot be as one practices at the range; 

especially if the encounter is in close quarters.  

The LE community has recognized this and 

specialized training has been developed to prepare 

officers for such situations. 

 

Third; and possibly most important, is the 

aftermath.  How we address responding to 

arriving LE, how we feel emotionally, and other 

considerations need to be addressed.  

Organizations such as the USCCA (United States 

Concealed Carry Association) and the NRA both 

offer training and specialized concealed carry 

insurance with immediate response teams to help 

in a self defense shooting situation. 

 

Finally, as I have written in a number of 

editorials, churches just seem to be oblivious to 

the risk.  Even after less significant incidents have 

occurred, no formal organization is put in place to 

protect the public; in my opinion it is a law suit 

waiting to happen.  It’s not if, but when incidents 

will occur, as we have seen numerous times this 

year alone.  This should be of concern particularly 

where child areas exist especially given sex 

related accusations that are prominent today. 

 

In any event, I encourage citizens to carry where 

legal; and, to become involved in legislation.  

Florida can easily flip to an anti-gun state in a 

future election.  I recall before the efforts of the 

NRA in the late 80’s, with the then existing CCW 

law in Florida I had to have a permit in every 

county I wished to travel through. Now, with 

preemption laws in place, that is not an issue.  Get 

involved, just a phone call or hand written letter 

(or email) to your local representative makes a 

difference. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Frank Liotine, Jr., PE, Eng. ret., Ed. ret. 

Certified Firearms Instructor 

Church Security Advisor 

fliotine1@gmail.com  

December 2017 Donor 

Appreciation Award 
 

The giveaway gun was a 

Stainless Steel Kimber 

Micro 9 

 

  

Savannah Meeting Eisenhower Meeting 

  

  
               Skip Banks                     Lou Bensautti 

 

Congratulations to Skip and Lou! 
 

400 Drawing Winner 
During the early membership renewal period in 

November 2017, the first 400 members to renew 

were entered in a drawing for a Springfield EMP4 

as a donor award.  The winner was Marty 

Rosenberg.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Marty!  

"In a perfect world, you wouldn't need 

guns. This is not a perfect world." 

- Sheriff Ben Johnson, Volusia County, 

Florida 
 

mailto:fliotine1@gmail.com
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      Winchester / NRA Achievements 
 

Attained Expert: Mark Bovelsky, James Veitch 

 

Attained Distinguished 

Expert: Gary Seyler 

 

Defensive Pistol I, 

Distinguished Expert:  

Nadine Swift 

 

You can always see the current standings on the 

web site by clicking the header and follow Events 

 Winchester QP | WMP standings. 
 

A well earned Congratulations to All!!  

 

Ocala Sportsman’s Association 

Handgun & Rifle (Outdoor Range) 
 

Shooter(s) of the Month for December at the 

Ocala Sportsman Association were: 

 

Session I Session II 

Randy Milander James Veitch 

 
 

Congratulations to Randy and James! 
 

Upcoming Club Activities 
 

Excursions 

Reload Excursion Trip Report 

Chuck Wildzunas lead the excursion to Reload Gun 

Range and Store on December 21
st
 with 38 

members attending.  Chuck was our sole leader 

and did an outstanding job of preparing us on the 

trip down and entertaining us on both legs of the 

trip.  Of course his emphasis was on safety, and 

he did the safety briefing before arriving at 

Reload. 

We did all of the usual activities, 10, 25 and 100-

yard range time, gun rentals, automatic gun 

experience, gun simulator and the optional .50 cal 

sniper rifle experience.  My wife and I had been 

on the Reload excursion several times before, so 

we knew what to expect, but were impressed with 

the new combat scenarios that were now loaded in 

the simulator, very realistic and exciting.  My 

Brasso polished .50 cal shell is proudly displayed 

in my den. 

 

Reload treats VSS members as preferred 

customers and even displayed pictures of us from 

previous visits on their video screens throughout 

the facility.  We didn’t break the Straight Shooters 

gun purchase record of 21, but there were two on 

this trip.  As usual, we had a gift raffle on the trip 

back along with a water and cookie.   It was a 

great day for all, even the ladies.  Join Chuck on 

the next trip, February 15
th

! 
 

NOTE: Club Membership and Reservations are 

required for all Shooting Events 
  

    Shooting Events 
 

All shoots are scheduled by registering on the 

Club web site via Eventbrite.  Consult the web 

site for availability and current dates and times. 

 

Emeralda Outdoor Range events: 

 
OPEN shoots are on the 1

st
 & 4

th
 Tuesday, and 3

rd
 

Friday of the month.  

 

Beginners shoot the 1
st
 Friday, 8:30am. Limited 

to 8 shooters for more time with an instructor. 

 

Bullseye Shooting League shoots at and will be 

the Emeralda Outdoor Range for both Rimfire 

and Centerfire. If anyone is interested in 

participating please contact Floyd Dunstan, email 

dunsail2c@gmail.com, for the details. 

 

All Emeralda events: See the website for current 

times and directions. Cost $10 cash; PLEASE try 

to have the exact amount since making change 

can be difficult. 

mailto:dunsail2c@gmail.com
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OSA is the 4
th

 Thursday of the 

month at the Outdoor 

Sportsman Assoc. Ocala range 

held at 8:45 and 11 am.  Each session has a 

handgun and separate rifle range. 

 

Shooters World Indoor Range: 
 

An OPEN shoot occurs on the 2
nd

 Tuesday of the 

month, 7:30 am – 12:30 pm. $30 paid at 

registration.  Schedule is subject to change or 

cancellation if there are an insufficient number of 

attendees.  

 

Winchester is currently once a month at 

Shooter’s World in Tampa, generally the 2
nd

 

Wednesday of the month.   

 

Next Seminar Meeting 

 

The next Seminar is Wednesday, January 17
th

 

which will be on Handgun Skills Development, 

2 - 3:30 pm at Sea Breeze.  

 

Education Classes 
 

Basic Pistol Safety 
January 10

th
 and 24

th
 

February 5
th

 and 14
th

 

March 5
th

 and 14th 

 

Personal Protection I – In the Home 
Thursday, January 18

th
   

Thursday, February 15th 

 

Personal Security II  - Outside the Home 

2 day training course, February 8
th

 and 9th 

 

Register on line at the Club web site. Go to the 

Education tab | VSS Classes. 

 

" ... the right to defend one's home and 

one's person when attacked has been 

guaranteed through the ages by 

common law."- Martin Luther King 

Next Member Meetings 
 

The January meeting topics are: 

 

 Club Financial Report 

 Gun Friendly States 

 Left of Bang 
 

Eisenhower Rec Center:  

Monday, January 22
nd

, at 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm. 

Doors open at 5:30pm.  

 

Savannah Rec Center:  

Thursday, January 25
th

, 6:45pm – 8:15 pm.  

Doors open at 6:00 pm.  

 

January meeting Donor Appreciation Award at 

each meeting will be: 

 

Springfield 

Armory XDs 

 

9mm 

3.3” barrel 

Single stack 

7+1 or 8+1 

23 oz. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
The Reticle

©
 

A monthly publication of the Villages Straight Shooters, LLC 

Managing Editor, Steve Gianelos, 

vssnewsletter@gmail.com 

Layout & Design, Mike Plocharczyk 

Electronic (PDF) copies of The Reticle available at: 

http://www.vssClub.org/newsletter.html 

“You will never see refugees from America, 

when things turn bad, we don’t run to other 

countries, we dust off our guns and fix it.” – 

Anonymous.  

 

mailto:vssnewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.vssclub.org/newsletter.html
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Shooters World Construction Status 
 

 

 

Return to the Top 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Construction begins slowed this week by the rain.  We will post photos of the progress with each issue 
especially for those who rarely venture down to the Brownwood area. 


