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Friends of NRA Annual Dinner 

and Auction 

 

Yep, it’s that time of the year.  Mark your 

calendar for April 7
th

, 5 pm at the Savannah 

Center.  Tickets are $50 and can be ordered online 

at www.friendsofnra.org/fl or contact Bob Walls 

at 352-391-1651, rdwalls@comcast.net.   

 

The VSS Club will sponsor a Founders Table and 

4 other tables (2 for members and 2 for 

volunteers).   

 

Last year 6 tables were filled by VSS members!   

  

$50 gets you a Prime Rib Dinner, cash bar, and a 

chance at several door prizes, including at least 

one firearm. Raffle and Game Money are 

available at the event.  The ticket packages are 

definitely the best deal because they include your 

entry ticket, some Game Money, and raffle 

tickets. 

 

Shooter’s World Update 
 

Things are starting to move!  Photos at the end of 

the newsletter were taken on 21 Feb and 4 March.  

The entrance off Route 44A was laid out.  While 

mostly more stakes were put in the ground, a 

building permit to proceed was issued. 

 

VSS Website News 
 

Sometimes we are all in a hurry and when visiting 

our club website, we just click away to get to what 

we want.  However, taking a minute to look at the 

home page reveals a host of news articles, what is 

new, and education sign-up links.  The Club 

website also has many interesting stories. 

MEMBER MEETING Recap 

 
Announcements: 

 

Eventbrite system to make reservations will be 

replaced with Regpack.  This will gradually be 

phased in beginning in mid-March.  This will 

have pre-filled forms and be password protected.  

Perhaps most important is that the Eventbrite 

issue with iPad and iPhones will be fixed. 

 

Really!  Outback Steakhouse has declared their 

restaurants as gun free zones.  If caught with a 

carry gun, you will be asked to leave or worse 

case become a felony trespass. 

 

Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act of 2017. 

Many of us thought oh happy days when we heard 

this passed the U.S. House and was sent to the 

Senate where it is still pending.  However, it is 

NOT a permit or license to carry in every state.  

The terms of the legislation is very complex and 

too involved for a full review here.  However, not 

to fear, there is an article on the VSS website 

(Home page, right side).  Visit it and read.  

 

The Parkland, FL school shooting has been in the 

news for the last two weeks and has lead to a 

longer and more involved discussion.  The Club 

officials have been asked for comment and 

information that members can share.  This 

http://www.friendsofnra.org/fl
mailto:rdwalls@comcast.net
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resulted in a club Initiative to offer a free 

Enhanced Basic Pistol & Firearm Safety Class for 

Teachers and School Administrators.  Currently 

two classes are scheduled with up to 16 students 

per class held at R/D Tactical Solutions in Ocala. 

Details are posted and can be downloaded from 

the VSS website Home page. Also the sign up 

page is at vssclub.org/teachers. 

 

Sumter Sheriff’s Office, 

Villages Update 
 

Lt. Siemer visited the Club again and presented 

some statistics on driving offenses in The Villages 

in the 4
th

 Quarter of 2017.  The number of traffic 

citations exceeded 1,000 so be aware they are out 

policing the speed limits. 

 

Other topics were the main focus with several 

programs. 

 

Alert Sumter: Each 

county has a new system 

for sending alerts to 

citizens. Alert Sumter was discussed, and  you can 

pick what type of alerts you want to receive.  

Alerts can be text, phone call (cell or home), or 

email. This program also serves as a reverse 911 

call where the county will call/text people in an 

affected area. To sign up, go to 

sumtercountyfl.gov or call 352-689-4400. 

 

Sniff Test Kit: If you have 

someone who has for 

example dementia and could 

walk away from home and 

get lost, this kit helps the Sherriff office find 

them.  Briefly, after showering, there is a sterile 

swipe which you wipe on the person’s skin and 

them place in a vial.  This vial has a shelf life of 

over 50 years. If a loved one is missing, a search 

dog can pick up the odor and begin searching.  

This is a free kit available at the Sheriff’s offices. 

Lt. Siemer stated it has been used successfully. 

 

Vial of Life Program: Also free at a Sheriff’s 

office is a program to aid first responders 

especially if someone lives alone.  This consists of 

a printed page form where you add 

important information on you and your 

health, medications, contraindications, 

etc.  Place this form in a vial on the 

refrigerator door for ease of finding it. Stickers are 

also provided to put on your front door or window 

AND on the refrigerator to alert first responders 

of the information. 

 
Editor notes: This editor has used this since early 

2016, BUT you have to remember to UPDATE the 

information as time goes by. Also, there was a 

question from the audience about how we are to carry 

guns to Shooter’s World in golf carts.  Honestly, Lt. 

Siemer wasn’t sure how to answer that and promised a 

follow up.  We spoke with him on 5 March, and the 

question is under legal review.  We will check back 

before the next newsletter. 

 

2018 Shot Show 
By Terry Marksberry 

 

It’s that time of the year again.  It seems every 

year starts off with the CES (consumer tech show) 

and the Shot Show (us).  The presentation PDF is 

posted on our web site and worth visiting since a 

picture tells more than just words (web site 

Education Tab | Meeting & Seminar 

presentations).  The short version is more exotic 

guns, some new gun releases, magnifiers, lights, 

and ammo. 

 

By the way, you 

may notice that 

many presentations, 

seminars, and 

ongoing support is 

by Terry 

Marksberry, our 

President.  We asked his wife Pat (also very 

involved in the Club) how does he find time.  Her 

response was, who is Terry?   Terry is so 

dedicated and busy, here is how his latest club 
excursion ended up.   

 

When you see him, tell him Thanks as well as any 

of the other 50+ volunteers that keep the Club 

running. 
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Election Preparation 
 

The Club election season is just kicking off.  

Some candidates are expressing a desire to run for 

an office. Some had said they would if they could 

(not currently a full time resident).  Here is a brief 

timeline. 

 Mid-March: the Nominating Committee 
presents a slate of candidates to the current 

Board of Directors. 

 The Nominating Committee representative 

will present the candidate slate at the April 

Savannah and Eisenhower meetings. 
o Nominations from the floor will be 

accepted subsequent to an 

interview with the Nominating 

Committee. 

 The actual election is held at Eisenhower 
on 28 May.  Depending on the number of 

candidates per office, whether a voice vote 

or paper ballot voting will determine the 

new officers. 
 

Stay tuned. We will keep you updated. 

 

 

       INSTRUCTOR’S CORNER  

By Stephen Mosel 

(These articles are the opinions of the writer only and in no 

way reflect official positions of the Village Straight Shooters 

- or anyone with good sense for that matter) 

 

“OUTSIDE THE HOME” 
 

Want to challenge 

yourself? Want to do 

the right thing and 

really learn how to carry 

a concealed firearm? 

You’re in luck! The 

Villages Straight Shooters club has recently 

unveiled a new class that goes a long way toward 

beginning the necessary training process. The 

“Personal Protection Outside The Home” course 

is the perfect follow-up to the popular, “Personal 

Protection Inside The Home” offering, and I just 

had the opportunity to sit in on the two-day affair, 

under the expert instruction of Jim Scheifer, Floyd 

Dunstan and Terry Marksberry. Whether you’re 

an experienced shooter or a relative newcomer, 

it’s always a good idea 

to make certain your 

head is on straight and 

your skills are up to 

par when taking on the 

huge responsibility of 

toting a firearm with 

you on a daily basis. The students I spoke with 

during the class all felt that the commitment of 

their time and dollars ($195.00 for the two-day 

course) was well worth it. Are you going to be 

tired after the lengthy second day at the range? 

Yup! But it’s a “good” tired, with a solid sense of 

accomplishment and really good information 

seared into your memory banks. 

 

A shooting is the last thing you ever want to be 

involved in, but if you carry a gun, preparing for 

one is essential. As Chief Instructor, Jim Scheifer 

put it, “How you practice is how you will fight”, 

and practice they did.  

 

The first day is spent 

in the classroom, 

covering a myriad of 

gun-related topics, 

including the all-

important mental 

preparation – trigger 

control – one-handed shooting – conflict 

avoidance – situational awareness – grip & stance 

– holsters and their proper use – retention and 

point shooting – loading skills – understanding the 

law – safety – ethical responsibility – non-lethal 

options – insurance and much more. The end of 

day one is topped off with a reasonable written 

exam and unloaded grip and draw practice. 
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Day two started 

bright and early at 

the outdoor 

Emeralda range. 

Floyd, Terry and 

Jim are keenly 

aware of any 

special needs our 

“mature” population in The Villages require and 

set up a course of dry and live-fire exercises that 

are, again, reasonable in nature but thorough in 

their repetition and challenges. Even though the 

length of day and intensity of the exercises could 

be taxing, I witnessed marked improvement in the 

students, especially in their thought processes and 

certainly in their skill levels. With three vigilant 

instructors for just 

eight students, I 

always felt that the 

class maintained the 

very high standards 

of safety required at 

any VSS event. I 

didn’t have to hit the 

ground once! 

 

There are plenty of pricey options for serious 

shooters looking to improve their skills. If you’re 

willing to travel to places like “Gunsight” out 

west and part with your next mortgage payment, 

you’ll be trained well and will never forget the 

experience. There are also other opportunities 

closer to home. But my take on the two days spent 

right here in our home town was that this class is a 

must first step in becoming a responsible gun 

carrier. The instructors are to be complimented on 

their dedication, hard work and adaptability in 

creating a course of instruction that works 

especially well for the 

dozens of  The 

Villages. So, if you’re 

serious about learning 

to carry a gun 

properly – and you 

certainly should be - 

sign up for this class 

as soon as you find an 

opening. You’ll be 

pooped, but you won’t be sorry! 

MEET THE MEMBER 
By Stephen Mosel 

 

“THE POWERS THAT BE” 
 

I just finished a sit 

down with a guy that 

could easily wear the 

moniker of “The 

Nicest Man on the 

Planet”. Bob Powers, 

it seems, is 

everywhere at The 

Villages Straight 

Shooters, helping out 

or having fun. 

Whenever I’m 

managing a shooting 

event, it seems like 

Bob is either working for the Club as an excellent 

RSO (Range Safety Officer) or shooting for fun 

on the line. Want a stairway and platform combo 

cobbled together at the Emeralda range? – he’s 

your man. Need something hauled in his brand 

new truck? – look no further. Bob takes part in 

almost every excursion the Club offers – shoots 

regularly at both Emeralda and Ocala – has taken 

our Personal Protection courses, for both Inside 

and Outside The Home and will happily do 

anything to help the Club. 

 

Bob started his enjoyment of firearms shooting 

.22’s way back as a Boy Scout in Lawrence, 

Mass., a town about 30 miles north of Boston. He 

met his wife, Patty, there in 1989 and they 

eventually moved to New Hampshire to avoid the 

high prices of real estate around Beantown. Bob 

spent most of his working years driving a truck 

for Pacific Packaging Company and then a terrific 

turn with a liquor distributor. I say “terrific” 

because, if you like to sip the suds from time to 

time, the company would allow the drivers to visit 

the “Breakage Pile” and take home practically 

anything they wanted. Let’s just say that a beer 

budget was not a necessity in the Power’s abode. 

 

 New Hampshire gun laws being pretty relaxed 

afforded Bob the opportunity to purchase a variety 

Do you see the size of this lobster!? 
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of firearms over the years. His preference, though, 

had to be for anything bearing the name of Sig 

Sauer.  That was because they lived a stone’s 

throw away from Sig’s home base, which also 

afforded Bob the opportunity to take courses 

ranging from Basic Pistol to two separate armorer 

courses and also led him to get his Concealed 

Carry Permit. He started collecting guns and was 

at the range at least once a week. 

 

Bob also became quite the builder and landscaper. 

Having always been handy, he and Patty bought 

an unfinished home which Bob completed as well 

as a log home to which he added a garage by 

himself. They also purchased a home in The 

Villages in 2010, contemplating his retirement in 

2014. The Club is currently benefitting from his 

years of experience and willingness to be there 

when needed.  

 

This rabid fan of the Patriots (sorry ‘bout The 

Super Bowl), the Red Sox and Bruins has a 

million stories he’ll be happy to share with you. 

One of the constant themes of his tales is food. 

Although not a big man, he’ll amaze you 

describing the quantity of hot dogs he can down – 

his love of “lobstah” (check out the photo), fried 

clams, deep fried haddock, and cod or steak tips. 

He makes it back to New England once a year just 

to be sure he’s being served the real deal. From 

his descriptions of what he packs down, I’m 

always happy to see him return from his road-trips 

alive! 

 

Our Manager of Shooting Programs, Floyd 

Dunstan, has Bob on his speed dial and for good 

reason. When he took his Cub Scout pledge in 

Massachusetts all those years ago, especially the 

part that said, “To help other people at all times”, 

and it seems that Bob foresaw all the great work 

he was going to do for the Villages Straight 

Shooters. We are really lucky to have him. 

 

We must reject the idea that every time a law’s 

broken, society is guilty rather than the 

lawbreaker. It is time to restore the American 

precept that each individual is accountable for 

his actions. – Ronald Reagan 

Seminar Review: 

Handgun Accessories 
 

First of all, what was NOT covered: Lights, 

Lasers, and Red Dots.  Those were covered in 

recent past seminar sessions. 

 

What were covered were accessories that are 

functional and/or cosmetic depending on an 

owner’s point of view. 

 

There were three gun categories which is probably 

the 3 most common in the Club.  They were 

accessories for Ruger Mark I, II, III, and IV, 

Smith & Wesson Victory, and Glock (all of 

them). 

 

Accessories varied from barrels, triggers to 

magazines, slide locks, grips down to including 

springs and compensators. 

 

Say what you will about a Glock, but we all have 

to agree style and color is foreign to the Austrians 

(yet if you have ever been to Austria, they have 

some of the most colorful houses.  Go figure).   

 

The accessories for the Ruger and S&W primarily 

come from Tandemcross, Volquartsen, and 

TacSol.  Glock accessories were reviewed from 

The Glock Store (where else, eh). 

 

Download the presentation from our web site 

(Education Tab | select Meeting and Seminar 

presentations.  Seminars are on the left side.) 

 

Suffice it to say that virtually any type of 

modification you want to make is available.  

Believe it or not, you can make a Glock very 

colorful.  Go check the presentation out.   

 

February 2018 Donor Appreciation 

Award 
 

Century Arms CANIK 

TP9SFX 5.2" Match 

Grade Barrel, 9mm, 20+1. 
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Savannah Meeting Eisenhower Meeting 

Ed Simon Pete Davio 

  
 

Congratulations to Ed and Pete! 
 

      Winchester / NRA Achievements 
Looks like lots of people are 

moving up through the 

Winchester levels.  Here are 

this month’s advancements: 

 Expert: Donna 
Schwedfeger 

 Distinguished Expert: 
Norman Long, Donna 

Schwedfeger, Paul Schwedfeger 

 Defensive Pistol I, Distinguished Expert: 

John Kardel, James Veitch, Ron Ames 

 Defensive Pistol II, Distinguished Expert:  
Thomas Wildes, John Dulieu 

 

You can always see the current standings on the 

website by clicking the header and follow Events 

 Winchester QP | WMP standings. 
 

A well earned Congratulation to All!!  
 

Ocala Sportsman’s Association 

Handgun & Rifle (Outdoor Range) 
 

For the first 

time ever, we 

had a 3 way tie 

at OSA.  Yep, 

Session II had 3 

winners.  Now that 

is some good 

shooting.  

Shooter(s) of the Month for February at the Ocala 

Sportsman Association were: 

 

Session I 

Bill Southwick

 
Session II 

Left to Right: James Veitch, Donna Schwedfeger, 

Paul Schwedfeger 

 
Congratulations to Bill, James, Donna 

and Paul! 
 

Upcoming Club Activities 
 

    Shooting Events 
 

All shoots are scheduled by registering on the 

Club web site via Eventbrite.  Consult the website 

for availability and current dates and times. 

 

Emeralda Outdoor Range Events: 

 OPEN Shoots are on the 1
st
 & 4

th
 Tuesday, 

and 3
rd

 Friday of the month.  

 Beginners Shoot the 1
st
 Friday, 8:30am. 

Limited to 8 shooters for more time with an 

instructor. 
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 Bullseye Shooting League shoots are held at 
the Emeralda Outdoor Range for both 

Rimfire and Centerfire. If anyone is interested 

in participating please contact Floyd Dunstan, 

email dunsail2c@gmail.com, for the details. 

 

All Emeralda events: See the website for current 

times and directions. Cost $10 cash; PLEASE try 

to have the exact amount since making change 

can be difficult. 

 

OSA is the 4
th

 Thursday of the 

month at the Outdoor 

Sportsman Assoc. Ocala range 

held at 8:45 and 11 am.  Each session has a 

handgun and separate rifle range. 

 

Shooters World Indoor Range: 

 An OPEN Shoot occurs on the 2
nd

 Tuesday of 

the month, 7:30 am – 12:30 pm. $30 paid at 
registration.  Schedule is subject to change or 

cancellation if there are an insufficient number 

of attendees.  

 Winchester is currently once a month at 

Shooter’s World in Tampa, generally the 2
nd

 

Wednesday of the month.   

 

Excursions 
 

The Quarterly Reload trip is coming up on April 

19
th

.  Still included are 15 and 25 yard pistol 

ranges, 100 yard rifle range, 360
o
 simulator and 

full auto AR-15.  Also available for $10 is a 

chance to fire a .50 caliber M107A sniper rifle. 

 

Next Seminar Meeting 

 

The next Seminar is Wednesday, March 21
st
 

which will be on Holsters & Other Concealed 

Carry Things, 2 - 3:30 pm at Sea Breeze. This is 

currently sold out but you might 

want to put your name on the 

waiting list. 

 

Education Classes 
 

Basic Pistol Safety: April 4
th

 and 16
th

, and May 

14
th

. 

Personal Protection I – In the Home: March 8
th

  

  

Personal Security II - Outside the Home: 

 April 5
th

.  The next schedule will be in the Fall. 

 

New Member Meeting: Mar 15
th

, May 8
th

, Sep 6, 

and Nov 1 (Quarterly session). 

 

Register on line at the Club web site. Go to the 

Education tab | VSS Classes. 

 

Next Member Meetings 
 

The March meeting topic will be FN 

& CZ Firearms and Traveling 

with Firearms. 

 

Savannah Rec Center:  

Friday, March 23
rd

, 6:45 pm – 8:15 pm.  Doors 

open at 6:00 pm.   

 

Eisenhower Rec Center:  

Monday, March 26
th

 at 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm. 

Doors open at 5:30pm. 

 

March meeting 

Donor Appreciation 

Award at each meeting 

will be the FNS-9 

Compact with 3.6” 

barrel, 6.7” overall 

length, 23.4oz. 

 

 

"Among other evils which being unarmed 

brings you, it causes you to be despised."- 

Charlton Heston 
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You will enter via 

golf cart at the end of 

the golf cart path 

along the north side of 

Route 44A.  

 

 

 

 

 

Looking form the north side of Paddock Square in 

Brownwood, this is a view acrross 44A. 

 

 

 

 

A week later, a second entrance off Rt. 44A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!!!  Look Finally 

something other 

than just stakes! 

The entrance 

from Route 44A 

is laid out into 

the parking lot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A couple of high piles of dirt could lead one to believe 

they are making an outdoor shooting section.  

But really just more moving dirt around. 

 

Shooter’s World Construction Update 


