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BUYING A MODERN HANDGUN

1. WHAT’S THE GUN FOR?
2. BUDGET
3. WHERE TO BUY?
4. ONCE YOU’VE SETTLED ON SOME 
CONTENDERS
5. STORAGE CONSIDERATIONS
6. FEATURES

Caliber   Trigger Guard/Cutout
Capacity  Trigger/Safety Blade
Grip Treatment  Trigger Finger Indexing
Magazine  Mag Release
Grip Safety  Lockback/Slide Release
Beavertail  Thumb Safety
Iron Sights  Takedown Lever
Red Dots  Size/Weight Specs
Barrel Threading  Accessory Availability
Slide Racking  Oversized Ejection Port
Compensator  Crowned Muzzle
Dust Cover  Threaded Muzzle

Echelon Family
Full size
Treaded barrel
Compensator
compact



BUYING A MODERN HANDGUN 

I’ll fully admit to a rather severe case of gear-lust when it comes to new firearms. I 

voraciously read about 6 gun mags a month to keep up with the latest & greatest and 

really, that just makes it worse. But, since my champagne tastes are hampered by a 

beer budget, reality and stern looks from my wife, Marilyn, keeps my spending under 

control. However, my fantasy life remains robust and a man can dream. 

So, tonight, I’m going to discuss the newest features that numerous manufactures 

have included in just the last few years. Few gunmakers include them all, but I think 

you should be aware of them when searching for a shiny new toy.  

The process of buying should, if possible, include a few steps before handing over 

your bank card: (Revolver or Semi-Auto?) 

1. What’s the gun for? What’s seldom understood by the general public, is that 

handguns are a lot like a bagful of golf clubs. Different clubs are used for 

different purposes and people often think that owning more than a few is akin to 

what the news often refers to as “an arsenal” of weapons. Is the gun for target 

shooting – hunting – concealed carry – home defense – competition – collecting 

- some combination of all of these? Define what you need the gun for and you’re 

on your way to know what to look for. 

2. Establish your budget and do your best to stick to it. If you get distracted by cool 

add-ons and are impulsive, you could easily get into deep waters which means 

almost custom-gun prices ranging upwards of $5,000.00 or more. 

3. Where to purchase? I used to have a nice relationship with the folks at Nordik 

Pawn. They had great sources and could get almost anything I wanted, and the 

prices were competitive enough. But they’ve closed, so, I polled a few of my 

fellow instructors right here in our club to ask where they buy their firearms and 

here are a few suggestions:  

ONLINE: Gunbroker.com (Use Jeff Greenwood as FFL) - TargetSpiritsUSA 

Florida Gun Exchange – Gun Auction USA 

BRICK & MORTAR: SW – Rural King – Sportsman Warehouse – Good Time 

Outdoors (I-75 Ocala) – Nordic Pawn 



As a side note, if you’re selling a firearm to pay for – or make room for – a new 

gun, don’t hesitate to use our own Club website classified section. As long as 

you include a clear picture, throw in a few extras like holsters or some ammo 

and ask a reasonable price (avoid trying to be unfair to your fellow members), 

my experience has been very positive with private sales. And it’s easy to use! 

4. Once you’ve settled on some contenders: Do everything within your power to 

rent, borrow or steal that handgun before you buy it. By all means, do your 

research and read the reviews, etc., but don’t depend on that alone. Shoot the 

gun, handle it and be certain it fits you and that you’re comfortable with its 

operation. If it’s for home defense and more than one person may have to use 

the gun, be sure that all parties involved try it out. You might even get lucky 

down at Shooters World and they may have the firearm in question in their 

wheel-of-guns display. Then at least you can pick it up for fitment. 

5. Storage: If you’re relatively new to shooting or have yet to do this, be certain you 

have a way of securing the gun when others are visiting, or you are leaving the 

house. Ideally, especially if you also have long guns, a full-sized, fire and burglar 

rated safe is the way to go, although the footprint and cost are a consideration. 

6. Features: Let’s take a tour of a modern carry firearm in order to check out the 

latest features offered by most companies: Caliber - Capacity – Grip Treatment 

– Magazine Stripper Cutout – Grip Safety – Beavertail – Iron Sights – Red Dots *– 

Barell Threading - Slide Racking Resistance/Wings – Compensator – Dust Cover 

(accessory rail) – Trigger Guard and Cutout – Trigger and Safety Blade – Trigger 

Finger Indexing -Mag Release – Lock Back/Slide Release – Thumb Safety – 

Takedown Lever – Size/Weight Specifications – Accessory Availability (including 

holsters). 

*In another side note, Assessing where you’re at skill-level-wise is always 

helpful and the 45 Drill is an excellent barometer of your expertise: 5 shots from 

5 yards into a 5-inch circle in 5 seconds. 
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