
BRING A KNIFE TO A GUN FIGHT

Maybe not such a bad idea











It’s not just for firearms!



Florida permitless carry also applies to knives.

This has been law since 1 July 2023.

Open firearm carry is NOW allowed.

Open knife carry has been allowed in Florida 

    even before 1 July 2023.



FLORIDA KNIFE LAWS
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Survival Expert Melissa Miller AKA Melissa Backwoods



KNIFE BLADES





Hammer Grip

Ice Pick Grip





Jeff Cooper

4 rules of gun safety

Gunsite Academy
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SCALE OF INJURY

1. No Injury – walk away untouched.

2. Minor Injury – minor bruising or scratches

                              nothing a band aid can’t handle

3.  Recoverable Injury – broken nose, broken leg, etc.

4. Unrecoverable Injury – irreparable damage, 

                                 loss of limb, paralysis, blindness

5. Death – dead right there (DRT), flat lined, loss

                    of life, no recovery possible 







Butch Cassidy’s “Rules”



COLD STEEL SRK KNIFE FOR “MOM”



AND OPEN CARRY IS FINE IN FLORIDA















A gun is superior to a knife only when there is

sufficient time and distance between combatants.

A compressed reactionary gap favors the knife.



If you are mentally switched on.

If you have the requisite training.

If you have the subconscious reaction time.

If you do everything right (good draw, good grip

(no trigger freeze, didn’t forget the safety, etc.)

If there ar NO “no-shoots” in the area.

If you have a good backstop.

If you make good combat round placement.

If you have NO malfunctions.

If you are justified.



This is the renowned Tueller Drill or rule.

The average assailant with a knife can cover 21

feet in 1.5 seconds according to Tuellers experiments.

Recent studies show that a male assailant between the

ages of 16 and 32 can close 30 feet in less than 2 seconds.

You will need more planning than just using a firearm! 



Tueller “rule”









Most shooters believe an altercation with an edged

weapon is a gunfight.

A firearm is a reactionary defensive option.

The edged weapon is produced first in an attack,

You are behind the power curve, and your gun,

even with on demand, sub-second draw from 

concealment is the last weapon to be presented.



Sign up for a VSS outdoor shoot and ask for a

Tueller training drill.

Given the stress, even in a drill, the placement of 

one or two rounds may not stop the threat. 



Many Reasons 

1. You don’t have a gun on your person or near you.

2. You can’t easily access your gun.

3. You don’t have time to respond.

4. The average attack occurs in less than 2.5 seconds

5. The average mental response time is about 1 second

6. Average full presentation of a gun from open holster

      is over 2.5 seconds (police info from 2002) 



Many Reasons 
7.  There is a lawyer

     wherever the bullet lands.

8. Is this a no-shoot?

9. You are unable to make the shot for physical reasons.

10.  For legal reasons

11.Emotional reasons

12.Religious reasons



Many Reasons 

YOU HAVE NO AMMUNITION

13. No round in the chamber

14. You ran out. (no spare mag)

IMPAIRED VISUAL ACUITY

15. You can’t see the target

16. You can’t clearly identify the target



SECRETS OF HANDGUN PROFICIENCY

1. Mindset – Mental skill accounts for 75%

                       of your ability to survive a

                       lethal encounter.

2.  Manipulation – Loading, unloading, reloading

                           handling malfunctions, and

                           presenting the handgun

3. Marksmanship – Aiming, holding, and gripping

                                  sight picture, sight alignment,

                                  trigger control, breath control

                                  recoil control 



Clint Smith
Marine Vietnam Vet

Law Enforcement

Firearm Trainer

Thunder Ranch in Oregon



WISDOM OF CLINT SMITH
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WISDOM OF CLINT SMITH











VEDDER HOLSTERS
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