Maybe not such a bad idea

NIFE TO A GUN FIGHT
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bring a knife to a gunfight

(phrase)

to be very badly/poorly prepared for something
(confrontation or other challenging situation).



Florida attorney general clarifies open carry ‘law of the
state’ after appeals court ruling causes confusion

Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier issued guidance to
police and prosecutors on Monday, advising them that the
state’s law prohibiting open carry is no longer enforceable....




Any place of nuisance as defined in s. 823.05;

Any police, sheriff, or highway patrol station;

Any detention facility, prison, or jail;

Any courthouse;

Any courtroom, except that nothing in this section precludes a judge from carrying
a concealed weapon or concealed firearm or determining who will carry a concealed
weapon or concealed firearm in his or her courtroom;
6. Any polling place;
7. Any meeting of the governing body of a county, public school district, municipality,
or special district;
8. Any meeting of the Legislature or a committee thereof;

9. Anyschool, college, or professional athletic event not related to firearms;

10. Anyelementary or secondary school facility or administration building;

11. Any career center;




12.  Any portion of an establishment licensed to dispense alcoholic beverages for

consumption on the premises, which portion of the establishment is primarily devoted
to such purpose;

13.  Any college or university facility unless the licensee is a registered student,
employee, or faculty member of such college or university and the weapon is a stun
gun or nonlethal electric weapon or device designed solely for defensive purposes and
the weapon does not fire a dart or projectile;

14. The inside of the passenger terminal and sterile area of any airport, provided that
no person shall be prohibited from carrying any legal firearm into the terminal, which
firearm is encased for shipment for purposes of checking such firearm as baggage to
be lawfully transported on any aircraft; or

15. Any place where the carrying of firearms is prohibited by federal law.

(b) A person licensed under this section is not prohibited from carrying or storing a

firearm in a vehicle for lawful purposes.

- 2025 FLORIDA STATUTES - 790.06 LICENSE TO CARRY CONCEALED WEAPON OR CONCEALED FIREARM
-

Private property owners can also compel people to leave these premises if they have unauthorized
weapons. Violating a property owner’s warning is considered armed trespass, a third-degree

felony.




CONCEALED WEAPON OR FIREARM LICENSE
STATE OF FLORIDA

LICENSE NUMBER
W 9999666

NICOLE "NIKKI" FRIED
COMMISSIONER

It’s not just for firearms!



Florida permitless carry also applies to knives.
This has been law since 1 July 2023.
Open firearm carry is NOW allowed.

Open knife carry has been allowed in Florida
even before 1 July 2023.



FLORIDA KNIFE LAWS

Legal Knives:

Most knives, including butterfly knives (balisongs), automatic knives (switchblades),
and throwing knives, are legal to own and carry in Florida.

Pocket Knives:

Common pocket knives, defined by the Florida Supreme Court as having a blade that
folds into the handle, are legal to carry.

Multi-tools:

Multi-tools, including box cutters and other work tools, are also legal to carry.

Automatic Knives:
legal to carry openly and now also concealed

lllegal Knives:

propel a blade as a projectile.




FLORIDA KNIFE LAWS

Restrictions:

Prohibited Locations:

Knives cannot be carried on school grounds, including during school hours or
activities

Public Places:

Open carry of knives is prohibited in many public places where weapons are generally
prohibited, like airports, government buildings, and police stations.

Local Ordinances:

Some cities and counties in Florida may have their own specific knife laws, so it's
iImportant to check local regulations.

Sale to Minors:

It's illegal to sell or give a knife (except a common pocket knife) to anyone under
18.




FLORIDA KNIFE LAWS

Other places you may not carry a knife with a blade longer than four inches (licensed or not) include:

Any establishment that serves alcohol

Law enforcement stations, prisons, jails, and detention centers
Government meetings

Polling places

Courtrooms and courthouses

Inside the airport passenger terminals

You also cannot carry a deadly weapon in any place where federal law prohibits weapons.



| ONCE BROUGHT AKNIFETOA

JUST TO EVEN THE ﬂllIlS

Troll.me




-
w
oL
-_—
4
>
<
2
a
<

NOT A WEAPONI




Survival Expert Melissa Miller AKA Melissa Backwoods




KNIFE BLADES

NORMAL STRAIGHT TRAILING POINT

NEEDLE POINT

SPEAR POINT SHEEPFOOT BLADE
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Forward Knife Grip Technique: Filipino (Thumb on Spine)

Reverse Knife Grip Technique: Edge Out (RGEO)




lce Pick Grip

Hammer Grip
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Jeff Cooper

4 rules of gun safety
Gunsite Academy

Jeff Cooper was a prominent figure in the firearms and self-defense world,
known as the "father of the modern technique of the pistol." He was a
Marine officer, combat veteran, author, columnist, and instructor who

significantly influenced how people approach handgun shooting and firearm
safety.




Jeff Cooper’s Color Codes

Cooper's Color Codes are a great way to remember levels of Situational Awareness. You want to be in condition
Yellow when you're on location, in your vehicle, out in the field and even in the newsroom.

e White: Unaware and unprepared. If something
dangerous occurs in this condition you will be
caught off guard and not ready to rapidly react to White:
escape harm. Yellow:
Yellow: Relaxed alert. No specific threat situation Unaware and Relaxed alert.
but relaxed awareness. Casually looking around and UnPrePC"'ed-
observing.

Orange: Specific alert. You see something that you
don't like. Someone acting strangely or any other
condition that could impact you or your crew. This
could be rising flood water, a sudden change in wind
directions at a wildland fire or projectiles thrown at
a protest.

Orange: Red:

H H 1
Red: Condition Red is fight! The flood waters have SPGCIﬁc alert. Action:
reached where we are and the route to safety is

blocked, what do we do? Protesters have started
throwing bricks at counter protesters, one just
landed next to us and smashed the live truck
window. Is it safe any longer?




Jeff Cooper’s Color Codes

The Cooper Color Code, developed by Col. Jeff Cooper, is often used to explain levels of
situational awareness. The stages range from Condition White (unaware, unprepared) to
Condition Yellow (relaxed awareness, best for daily life), Condition Orange (specific alert,
potential threat detected) and Condition Red (immediate action required). Proper situational

awareness helps to prevent ambushes, recognize pre-attack indicators and make

tactical decisions early, such as moving to a safer position, preparing a defensive tool or

escaping before violence occurs.




What is the OODA Loop?

The OODA Loop is a decision-making framework that consists of four phases:
Observe, Orient, Decide, and Act. Developed by U.S. Air Force Colonel John Boyd,

this loop is designed to help individuals and organizations make more effective

decisions in dynamic and competitive environments. Originating from Boyd's

observations in aerial combat during the Korean War, the OODA Loop has
applications in various fields, including military strategy, business, law enforcement,

and cyber security.




Observe

What is the current situation?
What is the reason you want to change?
How bad do you want to change?

Orient
Where are you currently relative to where you want to go?
How far is it to your destination?

Decide _
What is the exact path you are going to take?

How are you going to handle changes and set backs?

Act
What’s the approach and method you will take?

What is your action plan?




First, position yourself for the best view of your surroundings. Then, keep your eyes peeled to things
that might be problematic to you, including things you already identified as out of place. When you do
see something potentially dangerous, decide what to do and act on it. Once you act, start the OODA
loop over again, always keeping awareness sharp.

Benefits of the OODA loop

Well-defined and responsive decision-making process
Allows for quick decision-making
Prompts innovation when facing problems

Allows for decisions despite imperfect information

Criticisms of the OODA loop

e Designed for a single person, not an organization
e Increases risk of acting too soon

e Difficult to use in many contexts

The OODA Loop isn't just a military tool — it's a life philosophy. In a world that's always changing, the ability to observe

quickly, orient clearly, decide decisively, and act fast is a superpower.
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SCALE OF INJURY

No Injury — walk away untouched.

Minor Injury — minor bruising or scratches
nothing a band aid can’t handle
. Recoverable Injury — broken nose, broken leg, etc.

Unrecoverable Injury — irreparable damage,
loss of limb, paralysis, blindness
Death — dead right there (DRT), flat lined, loss
of life, no recovery possible



Choose an appropriate knife for self-defense. Generally, knife fighting and knife

defense is performed with fixed blade knives, typically with blades 5-7 inches (12.7-
17.78 cm) long, but it's important to size your defense knife to your hand and your fighting
style. The techniques, however, will apply to almost any variety of knife, whether it be a
fixed blade tactical knife, a foldable hunting knife, or other styles of knife.

» Grip a ruler to measure your grip from the second knuckle of your pointer finger to

the second knuckle of your pinkie finger. You want the grip of a good defense
knife to match that size grip as closely as possible.

» Crocodile Dundee's words of wisdom do ring somewhat true in knife defense. A
bigger, more intimidating knife can do more to keep you safe than the Swiss Army
variety. Still, you can learn to defend yourself, regardless of what blade you carry.
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THISIS A KNIFE




Defending Yourself with a Knife

Use your knife as a distraction. Most attackers won't be interested in actually

attacking you, especially if you just pulled a knife that you look like you know how to
use. Nobody wants to actually get into a knife fight. If someone has pulled a knife on you
and you've pulled a knife in return, that should hopefully be the end of it. Ideally, pulling

your knife and distracting your opponent should be the end of the fight.

» Draw your knife and issue a warning, something like: "This is a buck knife given to
me by my tactical knife instructor, who works for Blackwater. | sharpen it every
night. Trust me, you don't want to come anywhere closer. Let's just call it a night."”

» Keith Richards, a famous knife enthusiast, liked to say that the only purpose of
pulling a knife was to get someone to look at the knife as a distraction, before you
ended the fighting by kicking them between the legs. Not the worst idea.




Butch Cassidy’s “Rules”



The knife is a deadly weapon in the hands of anyone, it doesn’t
require any specialized training to be able to wield it. It’s more user
friendly to killing than even a gun and can require less maintenance.
Basic understanding works fine. You pick it up, you stab, and then you
stab some more. The stabs may all go to one place, often the gut, but
five or six into one place will leave the other character bleeding out on
the sidewalk.

COLD STEEL SRK KNIFE FOR "MOM”
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AND OPEN CARRY IS FINE IN FLORIDA
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3. THRUST



In close quarters, you will need to buy time to draw your defensive firearm.
Defensive measures against an edged weapon, such as using a jacket as a
shield, can help here.




Stab wounds of the neck: These stab wounds usually involve penetration with
near to complete transection of the carotid artery, external and internal jugular veins
or both, and their immediate branches or tributaries. Although, stab wounds and
incised wounds of the neck constitute a small percentage of homicidal deaths, when
inflicted, they often result in a fatality.
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As with CQB, the conversational range altercation that turns into a lethal force encounter means that the
handgun has to overcome some disadvantages. Let's get a list;

1. They have mechanical stoppages
2. They're not notorious for instantaneously stopping opponents, and;

3. Careless or negligent discharges while in a clinch ranged gunfight can wound bystanders.

So why given all these issues with firearms in close range fights do we recite the mantra that you should “never
bring a knife to a gunfight?”

Because gun culture is not thoughtful, experienced, or preoccupied with efficiency.



Myth 1: A gun is superior to a knife

A gun is superior to a knife only when there is
sufficient time and distance between combatants.

A compressed reactionary gap favors the knife.



Myth 2: If an assailant has a knife, I'll just shoot them

If you are mentally switched on.

If you have the requisite training.

If you have the subconscious reaction time.

If you do everything right (good draw, good grip
(no trigger freeze, didn’t forget the safety, etc.)
If there ar NO “no-shoots” in the area.

If you have a good backstop.

If you make good combat round placement.

If you have NO malfunctions.

If you are justified.



Myth 3: | use the 21-foot
Rule

This is the renowned Tueller Drill or rule.

The average assailant with a knife can cover 21
feet in 1.5 seconds according to Tuellers experiments.

Recent studies show that a male assailant between the
ages of 16 and 32 can close 30 feet in less than 2 seconds.

You will need more planning than just using a firearm!



Tueller “rule”
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21-FOOT RULE
If a subject is within 21 feet
of an officer with a weapon,

studies show that the officer

can be reached and harmed

betfore the officer can draw
and fire a weapon.



The 21-Foot Rule Is About Reaction

By simply thinking of the 21-foot rule, many folks have forgotten (or were perhaps
never taught) the actual principle to which it speaks, which is the reactive gap. This
has caused a lot of confusion and training malpractice to create another inferred
“rule” — that hand weapons only present a deadly threat if you're within 21 feet of

them.




Moreover, unlike in Hollywood, when someone is shot in real life, that person does
not automatically fall to the ground and cease being a threat. There are numerous
case studies in which attackers, aided by drugs or simply by adrenaline, have fought

through their own fatal wounds after being shot repeatedly to kill their victims.

In fact, even after being shot in the heart and “stopping” blood circulation, it has

been demonstrated that an attacker can still voluntarily act for 10 to 15 seconds
with the use of stored oxygen in his or her brain before succumbing to his or her
fate.1

If we remember that an attacker can cover 21 feet in 1.5 seconds, then how much

distance can be covered to deliver a knife attack in those 10 to 15 seconds?




THE UNFILTERED TRUTH ABOUT REACTION-TIME & VIOLENT ATTACKS

THE TUELLER DRILL | DENNIS TUELLER CLOSE QUARTERS & GRAPPLING RANGE

THE TUELLER DRILL REVEALED THAT AN ARMED THE RANGEMASTER STUDY REVEALED THAT FOR A THREAT TO HIT, STAB, GRAB, CONTROL OR
ATTACKER CAN COVER A DISTANCE OF 21 FEET 86.2% OF CIVILIAN SELF-DEFENSE SHOOTINGS GRAPPLE WITH AN OPPONENT, THEY MUST BE
IN APPROXIMATELY 1.5 SECONDS. OCCURRED WITHIN A RANGE OF 9-15 FEET. WITHING A RANGE OF 3-5 FEET.
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Myth 4: He shouldn’t have brought a knife to a

gunfight

Most shooters believe an altercation with an edged
weapon is a gunfight.

A firearm is a reactionary defensive option.

The edged weapon is produced first in an attack,
You are behind the power curve, and your gun,
even with on demand, sub-second draw from
concealment is the last weapon to be presented.



Myth 5: Once | hit him (make round placement) it’s

game over

Sign up for a VSS outdoor shoot and ask for a
Tueller training drill.

Given the stress, even in a drill, the placement of
one or two rounds may not stop the threat.



Many Reasons

. You don’t have a gun on your person or near you.

. You can’t easily access your gun.

. You don’t have time to respond.

. The average attack occurs in less than 2.5 seconds

. The average mental response time is about 1 second

. Average full presentation of a gun from open holster
is over 2.5 seconds (police info from 2002)



Many Reasons

7. There is a lawyer
wherever the bullet lands.

8. Is this a no-shoot?

9. You are unable to make the shot for physical reasons.
10. For legal reasons

11. Emotional reasons

12.Religious reasons



Many Reasons

YOU HAVE NO AMMUNITION
13. No round in the chamber

14. You ran out. (no spare mag)

IMPAIRED VISUAL ACUITY
15. You can’t see the target

16. You can’t clearly identify the target



SECRETS OF HANDGUN PROFICIENCY

1. Mindset — Mental skill accounts for 75%
of your ability to survive a
lethal encounter.

2. Manipulation — Loading, unloading, reloading
handling malfunctions, and
presenting the handgun

3. Marksmanship — Aiming, holding, and gripping
sight picture, sight alignment,
trigger control, breath control
recoil control



Ceecurets Of Shootin’ . i,
Clint Smith
-~ Marine Vietnam Vet
Law Enforcement
Firearm Trainer
Thunder Ranch in Oregon




WISDOM OF CLINT SMITH

HAVE A GUN WITH YOU IF THERE IS
GOING TO BE A FIGHT

Then again, if [ knew there was going to be a fight I should have scheduled a dentist

appointment. I don’t know anyone who likes to go the dentist, so that should give you an

idea about how much fun a gunfight is.




WISDOM OF CLINT SMITH

IF YOU HAVE A GUN YOU SHOULD
PROBABLY HAVE TWO

Guns are like flashlights, one is none and two is one. Flashlights run out of batteries, guns

run out of ammunition. So at minimum have extra ammunition.




WISDOM OF CLINT SMITH

LOOK AT, FOR OR THROUGH THE SIGHTS

Sighted fire is best for optimum marksmanship. Sighted fire is not possible if the bad guy is

choking you to death so un-sighted fire will be good to use in that predicament. When you
solve the choking predicament and the bad guy lets go of your neck, back up and use sighted

fire so he doesn’t choke anybody in the future,




WISDOM OF CLINT SMITH

PRESS THE TRIGGER AS SMOQOTHLY AS
POSSIBLE

If you yank on the trigger you often won't hit the target, even at close range. Then you need
to be extra-careful. The doctrine of “He’s so close I can’t miss” should be replaced with “He’s

so close, I'd better not miss.”




WISDOM OF CLINT SMITH

KEEP THE MUZZLE BETWEEN YOU AND
THE THREAT

We are all going to die, so why make it easy by having your muzzle pointed at your feet or
the sky? You might as well point it at him, them or it. And, you're all smart enough to know

you shouldn’t lead with the muzzle around corners or through doorways, right?




WISDOM OF CLINT SMITH

USE COVER AND WEAR YOUR ARMOR

You will never know if cover, concealment or your body armor will work if you don’t use it.

People shoot you because they see you and they see you because you let them. Use cover to

help break-up incoming projectiles and the armor will help to stop the rest of the bits.




WISDOM OF CLINT SMITH

LOAD YOUR GUN WHEN IT'S EMPTY

An empty gun is not bad luck, it’s only a reality of fighting. What you do with the gun when

its empty can be bad luck. Train to keep the weapon between you and the threat, then load

the gun and shoot back.



WISDOM OF CLINT SMITH

CLEAR YOUR SIGHTS

On all guns — but especially rifles — clear the muzzle, then clear the sights, before you

engage a target. Many a best intention has been spoiled by an obstruction in front of the

muzzle. In training, it may not be a big deal when your bullet hits a 2x4 window frame. In

the “real” world a concrete ledge 3" from the muzzle could, indeed, be very exciting.




WISDOM OF CLINT SMITH

CREATE DISTANCE FROM THE THREAT

Distance is your friend — it creates time, which can help to create better marksmanship. It’s

in vogue to close with opponents, but mostly in SWAT applications. Mr. and Mrs.
Homeowner (as well as most law enforcement officers) are better served to open the
ground. It gives you more time to shoot if you have to, and time to make different — or

better — decisions concerning the mess you're in.




WISDOM OF CLINT SMITH

DON'T PUT YOUR HEAD UP

“Curiosity killed the cat” and if it's good enough for a cat it ought to be good enough for us.

Your head and high velocity bullets don’t mix. Shoot around protective cover not over it. If

you have to shoot over, come up, shoot well, and then get your head down and don’t dally

about it,




SELF-DEFENSE POLICY

Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee and if all else fails bite like a bear.







e Orlando Gun Show (Oct. 11-12): Hosted by Florida Gun Shows at the Central
Florida Fairgrounds.

* Inverness Gun Show (Oct. 11-12): Hosted by Gun Trader Shows at the Citrus
County Fairgrounds.

« Tampa Gun Show (Oct. 18-19): Hosted by Florida Gun Shows at the Florida State
Fairgrounds.




CMP Auctions Start Today on GunBroker.com

The Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP) Auctions are now live on our
GunBroker.com Store site at https://www.gunbroker.com/s/npfo/civilian-
marksmanship-program/.

All CMP Auctions and “Buy Now” items will be listed and sold
through GunBroker.com, one of the most widely used online marketplaces for

firearms and related items.

CMP - GunBroker Schedule
“Buy Now” Items -- posted on Thursdays at 9:00 AM EASTERN
Regular Auction Items -- posted on Mondays at 9:00 AM EASTERN




VEDDER HOLSTERS
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FOR THE VILLAGES STRAIGHT SHOOTERS

USE CODE:
AT VEDDERHOLSTERS.COM
OR SCAN THE QR CODE




“Hold it right there partner!!”
“We’re aiming at you to save the date!!”

December 2, 2025
“Straight Shooters 1°* Annual Social Dinner”

Let’s get to know each other and have an enjoyable evening!!

More information will follow in October
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