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Firearm Wisdom from a US Marshal

Presented by Deputy US Marshal Raylan Givens



My Bio

• Born in Harlan County, KY

• Raised by a criminal abusive dad and a stepmom

• Worked as a coal miner in my late teens 

• Stepmom had saved $ to get me out of Harlan

• Graduated from Wayne State University

• Joined the Marshal Service, firearms inst. At FLETC, Ga.

• Married, divorced

• Sent back to Harlan after a shooting in Miami



My Bio

• My Harlan boss was also a firearms inst. At FLETC, Ga

• Primary job was running down fugitives

• Boyd Crowder my main fugitive focus

• Told my stories to author Elmore Leonard

• Elmore Leonard turned my stories into books

• Books turned into a TV series, Tim Olyphant played me

• Finally got transferred back to Florida



Elmore Leonard



US Marshal Service



US Marshal Service

Originally a radio show, Gunsmoke was

Adapted for TV in 1955 and ran until 1975.

James Arness played Marshal Matt Dillon

in all of the 635 episodes.

Dillon shot 158 men and 7 women, he was

wounded more than 50 times.

Cancellation of the 21st season by CBS

came as a surprise to the cast. 



US Marshal Service

• Office of US Marshals created on Sep. 24, 1789

• US Marshals Service (USMS) created in 1969

• Presidentially appointed US Marshals direct activities in

94 districts, one for each federal judicial district.

More than 3,750 Deputy Marshals and Criminal Investigators form 

the Backbone of the USMS.



US Marshal Service

• Enforce Federal laws

• Security for Federal courts, judges, & court personnel

• Apprehend criminals

• Exercise custody of federal prisoners

• Transport criminals to correctional facilities

• Execute Federal court orders

• Seize illegal assets, control custody and disposal of them

• Assure safety of endangered government witnesses



US Marshal Service - Bad Guys



US Marshal Service - Bad Guys



US Marshal Service



US Marshal Service

• Fate said to the warrior, “You’ll never survive the storm.”

• The warrior answered,  “I AM THE STORM”

Opening in Ft. Smith, Arkansas mid-2023



It Takes Time for Justice



General Firearm Wisdom

1. Be leery of gun forums and marketing hype.

2. There is nothing new under the sun.

3. Stick with proven guns and calibers.

4. Let reality drive your gear selection.

5. Buy fewer guns, buy more ammo and train.

6. Compete or hunt more often.



General Firearm Wisdom



Gunfights



Gunfights



Gunfights

Rangemaster.com



Gunfights

One is none,

Two is one!



Gunfights



Gunfights



Gunfights



Gunfights



Gunfights



Gunfights



Gunfights



EDC Wisdom

1. Be leery of gun forums and marketing hype.

2. There is nothing new under the sun.

3. Stick with proven guns and calibers.

4. Let your reality drive your gear selection.

5. Buy fewer guns, buy more ammo and train.

6. Compete and/or hunt more often.

7. Get your Florida CWFL license.



FLORIDA STATS



FLORIDA STATS

So, actually about 1 in 5 eligible Floridians

have a CWFL



EDC Wisdom



EDC Wisdom

You don’t have to try and be a hero,

you can be a great witness.

Phones have excellent cameras and

voice recorders.



EDC Wisdom

Proverbs 27:12

The prudent see danger and take refuge, but the

simple keep going and pay the penalty.

Luke 11:21

When a strong man, fully armed, guards his house,

His possessions will be safe.



EDC Wisdom



EDC Wisdom



Things to Discuss with Anti-Gunners 

Criminals don’t obey laws.

Background checks have no effect on homicide rates.

Over the past 3 decades violent crime rates 

have dropped. Gun ownership has doubled.

High violent crime rates are in cities with the 

strictest gun laws.

Solution is “Crime Control” not Gun Control



JUSTIFIED

1. Evaluate the threat.

2. Give clear commands with consequences.



JUSTIFIED

4. React aggressively.

5. Focus on next threat.

6. Repeat 1 thru 5



JUSTIFIED

Drops his gun Pulls knife Charges from 21 ft

1. Be aware of your surroundings.

2. Don’t bring a knife to a gunfight.



JUSTIFIED

Finds a hole in the ground Stabs himself

You can’t fix stupid.

3.Witty remarks are for comedians.

4. Shut up and shoot.



JUSTIFIED



JUSTIFIED



JUSTIFIED



JUSTIFIED



COMMUNICATION WISDOM



DIY WISDOM



SIGNIFICANT OTHER WISDOM



SIGNIFICANT OTHER WISDOM

Check out the new

SigSauer “Rose”

Program.

Learn from Lena!



SHARING WISDOM WITH SIG

Jerry   Lena   Raylan   Dave        Max



WOKE WISDOM



WISDOM FROM OTHERS

- Jeff Cooper

- Clint Smith



WISDOM FROM OTHERS



WISDOM FROM OTHERS



In the deep dark hills of eastern Kentucky,

That’s the place where I trace my bloodline.

And it’s there I read on a hillside gravestone

“You’ll Never Leave Harlan Alive.”



Coming to FX and Hulu mid-2023.
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