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SAFETY ALERT  

KIMBER RECALL 
 

Kimber issued a recall for certain Aegis and KHX 

handguns with factory installed optics or mounts for 

optics.  The handguns were shipped from January 

2018 to May 15, 2019.  Separately sold mounting 

plates P/N 4000750, 4000753 and 4000754 are 

affected.  Issue: the mounting plate could come 

loose and separate when a handgun is fired, thus 

potential serious injury.  Kimber advises to 

immediately stop using the affected handguns and 

contact Kimber.  For more on this and other Kimber 

recalls, click here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member Meeting Recap 

Sumter County S.W.A.T. Team 
By Lt. Robert Capps, S.W.A.T. Commander 

 

Lt. Capps reviewed why they (and we) need 

S.W.A.T. and vehicles like the Bearcat.  Well, when 

burglars turned into well-armed street thugs, we 

need responding police officers with advanced 

training. 

 

The criminal world changed over time, so the Police 

had to change as well.  The Police were being 

outgunned by people with ill intentions (Miami 

shootout) and police cars were often transparent to 

high velocity ammo.  

Even Sumter 

County’s Bearcat 

has 3 bullet holes in 

it! 

 

Sumter County 

S.W.A.T. was 

formed in 2001 with 

10 volunteers.  Today the force numbers about 22 

including snipers, detectives, and patrol officers. 

 

Training is tough and requires members to be 

physically fit to join AND remain so to be part of 

the team.  For example, a member must be able to 

sprint ¼ mile in full gear, sprint for 50 yards 

carrying full gear, and do a high crawl for 20 to 30 

yards.  In addition, they must be able to climb over 

three 5-foot walls and carry a 200-pound human (or 

equivalent dummy) 20 yards in full gear.  They are 

allowed a 60 second rest period between each test. 

 

Firearms qualification includes 100% shot 

placement at 3, 5, and 10 yards including a “stress 

shooting” session. 

https://www.vssclub.org/
https://www.vssclub.org/classifieds---handguns.html
https://www.vssclub.org/classifieds---long-guns.html
https://www.vssclub.org/classifieds---ammo--accessories.html
https://www.vssclub.org/activity-signup.html
https://www.kimberamerica.com/safety
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Each team member is required to attend additional 

ongoing training sessions in various specialties, e.g. 

breach entry. 

 

S.W.A.T. is called in for hostage situations, 

barricade/suicide subjects, high risk search warrants 

and/or arrests, unruly and dangerous crowds, Search 

& Rescue Operations and Dignitary Protection. 

 

Standard issue is the Glock 34 for the Sumter 

S.W.A.T (below). 

 
 

Lt. Capps concluded with an audience Q&A 

session.  His responses were thought provoking, 

sincere and entertaining at times. 

 

It was a pleasure to hear from our S.W.A.T. Team 

Commander and have their organization available to 

us when needed. 

 

Thank you! 

 

 (Return to Top)  

 

Donor Appreciation Awards 
 

The May award was the Mossberg Shockwave 

shotgun with a 14-inch compact barrel. 

Savannah winner Eisenhower winner 

William Michael 

Thomas 

Daniel Opel 

 
 

Congratulations to Michael and Daniel! 

 

Next Meeting & Award 

The June meeting topic will be NRA Annual 

Meeting & Gun Friendly States.  This is always a 

favorite and should be attended by members who 

have a firearm for home defense as well as those 

who carry.  

 

Savannah: Thur. June 6th, 6:45 – 8:15 pm. Doors 

open at 6:00 pm.   

Eisenhower: Mon. June 24th, 6:30 - 8:00 pm. 

Doors open at 5:30 pm. 

 

The June meeting donor award will 

be a Mossberg MC1sc sub compact 

pistol with “Clear Count” magazines. 

 

 (Return to Top)  

 

Club Volunteers Needed 

 

With the expansion of the club membership and 

club activities, we need some additional help to 

continue club activities.  Some positions are urgent. 

Others such as Board Directors and President have 

reached their term limits, thus new members are 

needed for all levels of the organization. 

 

Click here to view where we need some help.  Click 

the red positions to see a position description. 

Please consider helping. 

 

 (Return to Top)      

 

Glock Blue Label for Veterans 
 

Again, this summer Glock is offering Blue Label 

pricing to all veterans, so check with Glock on gun 

dealers that support this cost savings program. 
Not all dealers do.  These discounts are available 
from May 27,  to November 11, 2019. 
 

 

https://www.mossberg.com/category/series/mc1sc/
https://www.vssclub.org/offer-to-volunteer.html
https://www.gtdist.com/products/guns-firearms/handguns/glockr-for-le-military.html
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 Instructor’s Corner 
By Steve Mosel 

(These articles are the opinions 

of the writer only and in no way 

reflect official positions of The 

Villages Straight Shooters - or 

anyone with good sense for that 

matter - SM) 

 

” EVERYDODY SLOW DOWN!” 
 

I was recently putting in some hours 

as an R.S.O. (Range Safety Officer) 

at a club Steel Shoot event. It gave 

me the opportunity to observe those 

shooters who exhibited solid 

technique and, usually, the excellent results to 

match. One thing that most of them had in common 

was their mastery of timing and pacing. They did 

not rush and remained calm, while still being able to 

demonstrate adequate speed. They only lost to 

someone having a superior game plan and an even 

better technique. I tell this to new shooters all the 

time: “Shooting should slow you down.”  

 

If you watch someone who has not shot before, or at 

least in a very long time, you’ll see how nervous 

they are running through the sequence of firing a 

modern-day, semi-automatic handgun: 

• Make sure your eye and ear protection are in 

place 

• Prepare the magazine (place cartridges in the 

magazine)  

• Pick up the gun and keep it pointed downrange   

• Load the magazine into the firearm   

• Rack the slide to chamber a round 

• If there is a thumb safety, make sure it’s off and 

the gun is ready to fire 

• Establish a proper grip - keeping your finger off 

the trigger until ready to fire  

• Establish a proper stance  

• Obtain proper sight alignment  

• Get a good sight picture on the target 

• Control your breathing   

• Smoothly press the trigger straight back until 

the gun goes “bang”  

• Get back on target for the next shot 

I mean, really! And all those above steps are while 

you’re standing still, practicing your marksmanship! 

Think how it will be when you’re running and 

gunning at a competition or more advanced tactical 

class! There’s a lot to do and you can often see 

beginner’s hands shake as they attempt to look like 

they know what they’re doing. All too often, they 

rush through the process and end up fumbling. They 

have to be reminded to think through each step, 

slowly and carefully. Doing it faster and 

instinctively will come with repetition. Much 

repetition. Show patience and everything will be 

fine. This is one of the most important lessons an 

instructor can impart to a student. 

 

Shooters at ranges are often far too concerned with 

how others are judging their skills at the line. I 

suppose we all feed those worries with good-

natured ribbing or even when praising the excellent 

moments. It all adds up to, “Oh God, I’m being 

watched!” It’s sort of like being on the first tee of a 

golf course. There are just too many eyes watching 

that first swing and a golfer’s concentration isn’t 

where it should be because of it. So, guess what 

happens! The same thing applies to shooting. Keep 

your head in the game and concentrate on each and 

every shot. As a new shooter, going slowly through 

what you need to be thinking about will create a 

consistent routine that will be easily repeatable as 

you gain experience and confidence.  

 

Take a deep breath and relax your shoulders just 

before you begin. Then start using that brain of 

yours as it reminds you to SLOW DOWN! 

 

 (Return to Top)    

 

 

Other Stuff 
 

FL Teachers to carry guns 
This will expand the existing School Guardian 

program which allowed school staffers to be armed.  

The new law allows a classroom teacher to 

volunteer to carry a weapon if their local school 

district approves it.  It passed the FL House on 1 

May and was signed by Gov. Ron DeSantis.   
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Free online access to gun magazines! Yep, 

get Guns & Ammo, Gun Digest, Recoil, Concealed 

and Firearms News.  How?  If you have (or go get) 

a Sumter County Library card and register for an 

online account, these magazines are available for 

you to read via the library’s app (Apple & Android).   

 

Steve Gianelos to “Retire” as Managing Editor! 

The Villages Straight Shooters Newsletter was first 

published in June of 2015.  Our original intent was 

to communicate the information presented in the 

member meetings and the seminars to members that 

were unable to attend the meetings or were seasonal 

residents.   

 

The newsletter began to grow in content with new 

features and, as the club grew, there were more 

shooting and educational activities to highlight. 

 

As the monthly job of publishing got more 

challenging, we began to search for a Managing 

Editor.  We were lucky to find Steve Gianelos who 

possessed the right skills and enthusiasm to get the 

job done.  With Steve’s creative skills and insights 

the VSS Newsletter made a giant leap forward. 

 

Steve, we can’t thank you enough for your hard 

work and dedication. You made the newsletter so 

much more professional and informative.  Thank 

you.  You’ll be sorely missed!  See you at the 

Range… 
 

(Return to Top)  

 

Seminar Review & Schedule 

Rifle Scopes & Optics 
By Terry Marksberry 

One might think, a scope is a scope is a scope! Put 

one on a rifle and aim away.  Not!   

 

This seminar reviewed just how much you need to 

consider before purchasing and using a scope.  For 

example, the design factors include: 

• Scope type (fixed or variable focus; night) 

• Body type 

• Reticle(s) type and number 

• Focal planes 

• Adjustment ranges (Turrets & MOA/MIL) 

• Parallax Adjustment 

• Magnification 

• FOV (Field of View) 

 

Done?  Not quite.  Now consider the lenses: 

• Objective lenses 

• Focus (Ocular Lens) 

• Exit Pupil 

• Eye Relief (I’m already tired 😊) 

 

This is a must download and keep file (get it here) if 

you are going to consider a scope. For example, 

what does 5x30, 3-9x40 magnification mean?  Well, 

5x30: 5 is the fixed mag power, 30 is the objective 

lens diameter in mm.  3-9 is a variable focus mag 

power. 

 

Reticles!  Just how many can there be?  Well, …. 

Duplex    MOA (left) vs MIL 

    
Nikon BDC   Horus TReMoR2 

   
Focal Plane   Second Plane 

  
1st Plane – reticle changes w/magnification 

2nd Plane – reticle always stays the same size 

 

1st Focal Plane: notice how the target increases in 

size within the reticle. 

 

The biggest mistake many make is buying more 

magnification power than you need. 

 

Field of View (FOV) – in the presentation, notice 

the change in the deer between 32 and 50 mm 

where greater objective lens diameter results in 

brighter images, NOT greater field of view. 

https://www.vssclub.org/uploads/1/0/1/5/10156032/rifle_scopes_051519.pdf
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Lenses: generally, look for multi-coated lenses 

where all air/glass interfaces have multiple coatings. 

Result: Better light transmission, less reflections. 

 

Exit Pupil: the human eye pupil is about 2 mm in 

bright daylight and up to 7mm in low/dark lighting.  

EP is calculated by Obj Diam in mm divided by 

magnification.  For example, 40 mm / 16 x = 2.5 

mm.  So, if your scope has an EP less than 5 or 6 in 

low light, it may now be useful in that situation. A 

5-6mm pupil diameter is typical in low light. 

 

Download the file to see these reticles better and 

understand the purpose of each as well as the 

additional design factors. 

 

Next, the presentation reviewed the pros & cons of 

a small vs large Objective lens. A large lens is 

heavy, and may exacerbate parallax error due to the 

higher mounting requirements. 

 

OK, we are done.  Oops, not quite.  Next is the 

scope mount (really?). Actually, yes and there are 

many options.  Finally, do your homework and try 

to match the capabilities of your scope to the 

capabilities of your rifle.   

 

The presentation offered several quality scopes for 

different rifles and price points. (Ruger 10/22 and 

AR-15 reviews). 

 

Finally, a review on Red Dot Optics.  Although 

simpler than scopes, there are different types that 

must be considered.  For example, LED vs 

Holographic, Tubular or Hooded, and do you want 

to see your iron sights below the Red Dot (in case 

you forgot to change the Red Dot battery).   

 

The next seminar is Wed., June 19th, 2-3:30 pm, at 

the Eisenhower Rec Center. This will be a novel 

endeavor with our club’s first Swap Shop – bring 

your extra gun stuff (minus ammo) such as guns, 

holsters, red dots, accessories, etc. to swap, trade, or 

sell.  

 

 (Return to Top)  

 

Winchester/NRA Achievements 
Look who is on the move going 

up through the Winchester levels.   

 

Distinguished Expert 

Chuck Walz 

Niels Jansen 

Robert Matthews 

Tom Miller 

Distinguished Expert Defensive Pistol I:  

Bob Cochran 

Distinguished Expert Defensive Pistol II:  

Jim Crews 

William Kamm 

 

A Well-Earned Congratulations to All!!  

 

Follow the current standings on the website or click 

Pistol Qualification and Defensive Pistol I & II. 

 

If you would like to evaluate and improve your 

shooting skills, join the Winchester program, sign 

up here or via the Activity Sign-up webpage. 

 

 (Return to Top)   

Education Classes 

• Build AR-15 class is 3 hours in classroom and 

2 hours on the range to zero optics and check 

functionality, $75. Once you have the parts, 

click here for assistance in building your AR-15. 

• AR-15 Orientation Training: Jun 25th, 1 pm. 

• Basic Pistol Safety: Jun 12th & Jul 15th, 9 am 

• Concealed Carry Qualification: Jun 25th, 9 am 

• Personal Security 1 – In the Home: TBD 

• Personal Security 2 – Outside the Home: 

TBD 
 

(Return to Top)  

 

Shooting Events 
 

You now have more choices to shoot.  

Your only requirement is to decide 

event type or day of the week, or 

https://www.vssclub.org/uploads/1/0/1/5/10156032/win_pist_qual_feb2019.pdf
https://www.vssclub.org/uploads/1/0/1/5/10156032/copy_of_dp_i_and_ii_lists_12_18__10__rev1.pdf
https://www.vssclub.org/winchester-shoots.html
https://www.vssclub.org/ar-15-build-project.html
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indoors/outdoors.  This is what the club has worked 

for, thus we need to use it and obey all the club 

AND Shooters World rules.  Remember that the 

club provides targets at all club sponsored shooting 

events.  There are 28 shooting events in June.  Go 

pick something! 

 

Review the shooting events list on the last page.  
Print and go sign up! 
 

 
 

Emeralda (Outdoor) & Schedule 

• Club Shoot: This is for anyone who wants to 

improve your marksmanship or needs some help 

with grip, sighting, stance, etc. Extra instructors 

will be available.   

• Steel Target Shoot: this provides you with a 

chance to test your skills against others shooting 

a steel tree. 

• Action Shoot: shoot while on the move, or from 

behind a barrier. 

 

Shooters World at The Villages (SWV) 

 

• Bullseye Shooting League   

o Rimfire Pistol 

o Rimfire Rifle 

o Centerfire Handgun. Sign-up via 

Activity sheet or if in mid-session, 

please contact Floyd Dunstan, email 

dunsail2c@gmail.com, for the details. 

o  All attending shooters MUST be at 

Shooters World front door by 10 am!!! 

 

• Club Shoots at Shooters World: June will be 

the first month we have club shoots at Shooters 

World as well as at the Emeralda range.  At 

Shooters World, the cost is $20 at registration, 

but refunded at the shoot IF you show up. No 

show = no refund (We must give the $20 to SW) 

 

• Winchester Shooting Schedule: Club 

Instructors will be on hand to assist. NOTE: the 

entire Winchester Program MUST be shot at the 

scheduled dates at Shooters World through and 

including Defensive Pistol 1. 

 

Ocala Sportsman’s (Outdoor) 

OSA is the 4th Thursday of the month at the outdoor 

Ocala Sportsman’s Assoc. 

range at 10 am only.  Each 

date has a handgun and 

separate rifle range session. 

 

The May Poker Shoot Off winner was Jim Larson. 

 

 

 

Congratulations Jim! 

 

 (Return to Top)   

 

“Arms in the hands of citizens may be 

used at individual discretion in private 

self defense.” – John Adams 

 

 

Club Shooting Activities Schedule 

 

 

  

The Reticle© 
A monthly publication of The Villages Straight Shooters, LLC 
Managing Editor, Steve Gianelos, vssnewsletter@gmail.com 

Layout & Design, Mike Plocharczyk 
Electronic (PDF) copies of The Reticle available at: 

http://www.vssClub.org/newsletter.html 
 

mailto:dunsail2c@gmail.com
mailto:vssnewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.vssclub.org/newsletter.html
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Club Shooting Activities Schedule  

 

Go to the VSS 

Club web site and  

click to sign up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

($20*) is Refundable if Activity Attended* 


