The Reticle

Gun Safety, Education, Marksmanship

Recreation
Center: Monday
February 237,
Doors Open 5:30
Meeting 6:30

Donor Rewards: Shooters World Gift
Certificate for Savage 9mm semi-auto pistol and
50/50 raffle.

Eisenhower Meeting Topic: US Air Force
Medical Evacuation Presented by: Col. Barb
Petersen, USAF Retired. This presentation shows
the extraordinary effort that our military provides in
transporting wounded military service people and
civilians.

Villages Honor Flight

At the January 23"

VSS meeting Dean
Taylor gave a

wonderful presentation
on The Villages Honor

<2 Flight. This covered the
typical 24-hour trip to
Washington DC and

the relatively new “Flightless” events for veterans

that cannot travel. Each trip to DC supports 67
veterans with 67+ “Guardians” for each flight.
Villages Honor Flight is a 501(c¢)3 charity and
donations are welcome.
"I have a very strict gun control
policy: if there's a gun around, I want
to be in control of it." - Clint
Eastwood
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https://www.villageshonorflicht.org

VSS Classifies Transactions

At our January 23
meeting VP Don
Fraser announced
that anyone selling

| or buying a firearm
should not do the
transaction in the
Shooters World parking lot. Shooters World Federal
Firearms License (FFL) covers their entire facility
including the parking lot and they have video
monitoring. We certainly do not want Shooters
World to lose their FFL by a on-site private
transaction. An alternative location is the
Eisenhower REC parking lot just around the corner.

% SHooregg Wonip

Here is what is currently for sale on the VSS
website: VSS Classified Ads

NRA Magazine Sign Up

For all of you NRA members, there is the method of
signing up for the new on-line magazines, American
Rifleman or the
American Hunter,
the only two
versions now
available. All
you need is your
name and member ID, which is on your magazine
label to sign up. Membership NRA Signln

WE WANT YOU
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¥/ THE SECOND AMENDMENT
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KelTec’s Magazine Free .380

Why Everyone Loves the 1911

Last year KelTec
introduced the PR-57, a
5.7x21mm magazine free
rotary barrel handgun,
which is loaded via a
stripper clip from the top of
the ejector port. This
lightens and slims down the
gun and since there is no magazine. This could get
around the 10-round magazine limit in some
restrictive states, since those states only allow a 10-
round “magazine”. So, now KelTec is offering a
similar, but even smaller version in .380, called the
PR-3AT™. This little gun holds 13-rounds and is
reloaded via a slim 7-round stripper “clip” yes, we

can now call this a clip instead of a magazine. The
KelTec PR-3AT

There are many
features of the
1911 that we
have taken for
granted and have
passed the test of
time. Over the last few years manufacturers have
given us new versions of this classic, 9mm, smaller
and lighter: Why Everyone Loves the 1911

Rimfire Resurgence Trend?

Battle of the Kit Guns

Many of us shoot
the old .22LR
because of its low
cost and it’s fun
to shoot. A
revolver slows
down the pace
and makes us concentrate of each shot. The .22 “Kit
Gun” revolver has been around forever in a fishing
“kit” and is a revolver. Here is an article comparing
kit guns in .22 LR vs. .22 WMR. Battle of the Kit
Guns

This is an
interesting
impact from the
increase in
suppressor sales. Gun owners are buying .22LR guns
that are suppressor ready. Many of the .22LR ammo
offerings are sub-sonic, which makes the suppressor
work even better since the bullet is sub-sonic and the
sound barrier “crack” is not there. Plus, the ammo is
much cheaper. Manufacturers are upping their
production which helps to reduce the cost of the
suppressers. Rimfire Resurgence Trend

The Springfield Hellcat in .380ACP

New Pistols and Revolvers for 2026

It’s that time of year
again, the 2026 SHOT
show. This year
manufacturers are
introducing their new
handguns, including this
cute little .22LR
revolver. There is a bigger and darker
version of this gun for the guys from Charter Arms,
along with many other new offerings for other
manufactures. New 2026 Pistols and Revolvers

ot o, Did you know that the
— == famous 380 caliber is a
o " “9mm Short”? In 2022,
—

Federal came out with the 30
Super Carry, which was

supposed to replace the

380 ACP as a low recoil
carry round. It didn’t catch
on, but it did help to increase the
CCW purchases and manufacturers offerings of the
380ACP and here is the latest of the 380ACP
offerings. This is a redesign version of the Hellcat
and is optics ready, which us older shooters need.
Springfield Armory Hellcat in 380 ACP

“Before a standing army can rule, the people
must be disarmed, as they are in almost every
country in Europe.” — Noah Webster
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Instructor’s Corner

By Steve Mosel

(These articles are the
opinion of the writer only
- and in no way reflect the
official positions of the
Villages Straight
Shooters............... or
anyone with good sense for that matter. SM)

“LONG GUN DREAMS!”

I’m basically a handgun guy. But long guns have
always been a part of my shooting life. From learning
to shoot with a .22 to M-14’s in the Army to the
challenging fun of shooting American Trap with my
crappy, entry-level shotgun, I’ve always loved them.
Now, it turns out, I’ve come full circle and have re-
discovered the joys of the .22 rifle under the banner
of “precision rifle shooting”. I bought myself a

Ruger Precision Rimfire, which effectively mimics
the big-boy calibers and is a great training aid for
those pursuits. We’re talking 50 or 100 yards here —
not what the long-distance crowd is doing. Being a
simple thinker who really hates doing all that math, I
only want to shoot at what my crosshairs claim I can
hit or by adjusting my “Christmas Tree” reticle just a
bit. I want to do it the easy way, without having to
compensate for the vagaries of the wind, the way the
earth is spinning or whatever else they fuss about. It
sometimes feels like you need a degree from M.L.T.
to decipher the D.O.P.E. (data on previous
engagements) those shooting at 1000 yards must
figure out. It’s a pretty sure bet that no wind meters
or cell phone-compatible yardage calculators will be
taking up space in my range bag anytime soon. When
I can gather enough moolah to afford one of the
many precision higher-caliber beauties offered by
almost all the major rifle manufacturers these days,
then I’ll consider stretching that yardage out
considerably. (I secretly want to play sniper and
knock off a prairie dog at two miles. But I guess
some serious arithmetic might be involved for that
shot— so forget it!)

So how does all this precision rifle work help with
my handgun endeavors? It really shows its worth in
at least two essential marksmanship skills: Trigger
and breath control.

BREATH CONTROL: Now we’re not talking
tactical shooting here. If you’re really serious about
becoming good with a gun in more dire
circumstances, you’ll need to take a course that
pushes you to try to hit stuff while you’re breathing
heavily after running 25 yards or so. Good luck!
(Especially the running part at our age.) Nope. This is
about pure marksmanship when you have time to line
up all the elements just right. How you quiet your
breathing so that it doesn’t negatively affect a shot
can vary greatly with the individual. Some hold their
breath until they shoot, but, as in anything, you can
overdo it, creating even more movement by taking
the breath too soon or just holding it too long. Look
what happens when you hold your arms out in front
of you for too long before firing. You start to do the
jiggle dance. Almost imperceptibly at first, but then it
often begins to become exaggerated enough to affect
the grouping and you end up with a flyer. (It really
becomes apparent when looking through a red dot
sight.) The same result can happen by letting the
carbon dioxide levels build to troublesome levels by
hanging on to a breath. Try, instead, to take the
breath and let out a small amount of air to release the
pressure. When I’m in a good shooting rhythm, I’ll
often squeeze off the shot while the air is still being
released or at the very end of the release, before
taking a new breath. It pays to experiment and find
what works best for you. The time I spent on the air
gun range when [ first arrived in The Villages helped
me immeasurably in finding the best technique to
manage my breath during a shot. Highly
recommended.

TRIGGER CONTROL: Assuming that your
firearm is fitted properly for you (and that’s a big
assumption) and that your finger hits the trigger in an
optimal spot (in the middle of the finger pad between
the tip of the finger and the first joint), shooting
precision rifle will make you ultra-alert to every
nuance of the trigger squeeze. Letting the trigger do
its work and surprise you when it goes off can be
ideal. Don’t let your brain “make” the trigger do
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anything. Just let it happen and they’1l usually be
much less movement.

One important note: There can be many exceptions to
the “ideal” finger position mentioned above. Owning
numerous firearms will, by necessity, bring about all
sorts of improvisations and compromises in where
and how you place your trigger finger. I have a
couple of revolvers that necessitate me using the first
joint as the sweet spot, etc.). So, nothing’s in stone.
But the above-mentioned finger-pad position is an
excellent place to begin. The size of your hands and
length of your fingers will come into play as much as
the design of a particular gun. If you’ve already spent
your hard-earned dollars and own the gun, make it
work or get rid of the blasted thing as it might not be
right for you.

Have an instructor carefully evaluate what’s going on
with your trigger mechanics at the next club shoot.
It’s as vital a part of marksmanship as there is. A lot
of precision shooters these days, when in the prone or
bench-rest positions, keep their thumbs on the right
side of the rifle (for right-hand shooters) instead of
holding the grip traditionally and potentially creating
unnecessary movement. Take some time to observe a
good precision shooter and you’ll see what I mean.

You can get into precision shooting and the wildly
popular sport of long-range competition at various
price points. Like me, you could start with a very
decent rifle costing no more than a few hundred
dollars. Just be warned that you’ll probably end up
tricking out the beast and making it your own. This
becomes especially true when you consider the glass
you put on top of the rifle. With the long-distance
gang, this could run you into the thousands if you get
carried away. But some excellent entry level scopes
are available well below $700.00 or so. As to the
rifles, many manufacturers have offerings in the
larger caliber, precision genre that begin at a street
price of just around a grand. To get that 100-yard
guaranteed accuracy from an inch down to %°s of an
inch will sometimes cost another thousand and to get
it even more accurate, all bets are off. But you won’t
go wrong looking at Ruger or Mossberg or Howa or
20 other companies vying for your entry-level, long-
range dollars. Generally, these are well-reviewed
tools and are accurate enough for almost all shooters.

Should you become an Olympic quality shooter, we
will cheer you on and the Club will be oh so proud.
(Based upon who my readers are, you will also no
doubt break an age record for an Olympic athlete.)

So, gather your dollars — as usual, hide your activities
from your spouse — do your research on the long guns
available and go for it. You probably didn’t really

need that operation anyway! O |

See you at the range.

Finding The Natural Point of Aim

This article describes the Army
rifleman Natural Point of Aim
(NPOA) which is important in
becoming a great rifleman. This
article refers to the Project Appleseed
which was the topic of a past VSS
member meeting. And there is an
exercise that you can perform testing
your NPOA. Natural Point of Aim

The M-1 Carbine
Since we are 3
talking about

T
(peass | |
rifles, here is T e

an article on r
the classic M-1
carbine that
was the most
produced rifle
in WW2. A very interesting story on the design of
this weapon. The M1 Carbine

"If the enemy is in range, so are

you." Infantry Q !

Journal
The Reticle®

A monthly publication of The Villages Straight
Shooters Inc.
vssnewsletter@gmail.com
Editor, Layout & Design: Mike Plocharczyk
Electronic (PDF) copies of The Reticle available at:
http://www.vssclub.org/newsletter.html
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