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Shooters World Update 
 

Well, it is hard to see the workers, but they are there 

still working on the infrastructure. They have a 

construction trailer for planning and staging.  The 

latest information is the earliest opening might be 

September (yes, this year) or the latest is November.  

With the fencing up, it is hard to get photos, but 

we’ll wait until there is an actual building going up 

before publishing more photos. 

 
 

ELECTION RESULTS 
 

The Club’s Annual Election of officers and Board 

of Directors was held on May 28
th

 at Eisenhower.  

Two major votes occurred; new officials and bylaw 

changes. 

 

Three slots were voted on and approved.  

Club Secretary: Dianne Olson for a one year term 

Director #2: Mike Plocharczyk for a 2 year term 

Director #4: Larry Smith for a 2 year term 

 

The Bylaws were changed to streamline the 

previously complex rules especially with regard to 

when and how to conduct the annual elections, and 

going forward which positions are electable.  The 

new bylaw changes were approved. 

 

Both the current and new bylaws are posted on the 

website at the HOME tab | About Us| Bylaws. 

MEMBER MEETING Recap 
By Terry Marksberry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While this is not your typical firearms related 

presentation, it is something that affects us all. 

 

Preface: while this generally focused on email and 

using the internet, you need to be aware that ALL 

forms of devices connected to the internet are at 

risk. Example, hackers are using those fitness bands 

you are wearing and following the bluetooth 

transmission of that data to your cell phone. Take 

nothing for granted nor assume simple things are 

safe. 

 

Short version: everything can be hacked! It’s just a 

matter of time and bad guy skill.  So, you need to be 

prepared to avoid getting hit and/or what to do if 

you are hit. 

 

4,793,048: that is the number of people year to date 

who suffered identity theft, and it is not even mid-

year yet. 

 

Scams are everywhere and touch every topic.  Yes, 

even funeral and cemetery scams.  Genealogists use 

obituaries to get information on ancestors, but many 

times the obit contains the names of siblings, 
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parents, children, etc.  A wealth of security question 

answers at your favorite password protected 

website.  Yikes! 

 

Slides 6 – 12 reviews Senior scams. 

Slide 13 reviews protecting your device(s) with 

anti-virus and malware. 

Slides 14 – 16 focus on detecting a problem 

Slides 17 – 25 preemptive actions 

Slides 26 – 58 on how to recover if you are 

compromised 

 

Other thoughts: 

 

Always shred everything with your name on it. 

Ensure your get and use a Cross-Cut shredder that 

leaves paper in small bits. You should even shred 

the address label on the envolope including that 

little bar code below it. 

 

Be aware when traveling, never turn in your hotel 

door card key.  That black strip on the back has all 

your information on it. Destroy it at a later date. 

 

Ideally, you should have one PC or tablet to do all 

your banking, credit cards, medicare, and all other 

sensitive information sites.  NEVER do email or 

web searches on that device.  But it can be 

expensive and time consuming to use 2 devices. In 

that case, at least have several web browsers on 

your device. Devote ONE to all financial and 

sensitive information websites and never do email 

or web searches with that browser. NEVER! 

 

Further, you should consider NEVER storing any 

financial information on your computer. ALWAYS 

save it to an external drive, e.g. USB thumb drive, 

SD card or portable hard drive, BUT don’t leave it 

connected to your computer unless you are working 

on that information.  If the info is on your PC or on 

a device conneced to the PC and you are hacked, 

it’s gone. 

 

Back up your information multiple ways. Back up 

on a USB or SD device for use at home; again on 

one stored off site (friend/family member house, 

bank safe deposit box); and perhaps in a cloud. 

BUT never have an auto back up to the cloud with 

all your sensitive info. If your computer is seized by 

ransomeware, anything currently connected to it can 

be stolen including cloud storage, e.g. Microsoft 

OneDrive on a Windows PC, Google Drive on an 

android phone or Chromebook or iCloud on an iPad 

or iPhone. 

 

Credit Freeze: this prevents companies and bad 

guys from doing credit checks or opening new 

accounts.  Generally, if over 65 it is free to place a 

credit freeze and occasionally lift it if you need new 

credit, e.g. buying a car.  Companies will 

immediately turn down an application even if it is 

really YOU requesting a new credit card or other 

financial transaction. They can be lifted for a brief 

period of time so you can obtain new credit.  

Equifax is by telephone unique PIN; Experian is an 

online one time use code that you give to a 

company; and Transunion is done all online. 

 

New Medicare cards:  FINALLY, the government 

is replacing our Social Security number as our 

Medicare number.  However, it will take a year to 

roll out to all 50 states.  In the interim, be careful if 

you get an email or phone call claiming to give you 

your new number. Don’t answer or click on it. 

Instead, go to https://www.medicare.gov/newcard 

and see when Florida residents will be getting 

theirs.   

 

Finally, if you are suspicous of an email, use your 

mouse to hover (don’t click) over the person’s name 

and the true email or internet site will show.  Still 

not sure?  Separately type the name into a browser 

and see if it is valid.  Still not sure? Go to 

https://whois.icann.org/en and enter the website 

name to see who owns it, their location, etc. 

 

You can’t be too careful these days.  In the words of 

Intel’s Andy Grove, it’s good to be paranoid.    Now 

go download the presentation and read i! 

https://www.medicare.gov/newcard
https://whois.icann.org/en
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      INSTRUCTOR’S CORNER  

By Stephen Mosel 

(These articles are the opinions of the writer only and in no 

way reflect official positions of the Village Straight Shooters - 

or anyone with good sense for that matter - SM) 

 

“RED DOT RUMBA” 
 

Many shooting-related subjects can get the hackles 

up and become the fodder for lively debates. 

Indeed, contributing to your confusion over whom 

to listen to, you may hear differing opinions from 

shooting professionals and even your own club 

instructors may not agree with each other on the 

correct approach to a given problem. One subject 

that is potential fuel for controversy is the use of 

Red Dot sighting systems. There are several 

advantages to using red dots: If properly zeroed into 

your target distance and if you’ve taken the time to 

adequately train, red dots will most likely make you 

a more accurate shooter. After all, you no longer 

have to acquire sight alignment between the rear 

and front sights and – at the same time - acquire the 

perfect sight picture by focusing on your front 

sights which are placed in the middle of your 

intended target. Nope, none of that.  Just put that 

cute little glowing red dot on your target and 

squeeze the trigger. If your other shooting 

techniques are solid, you have a great chance of 

hitting the intended X-ring and hitting it over and 

over again. I remember well, after installing a red 

dot on my Glock 34 for the first time, I ran the steel 

targets at Emeralda without a miss. Afterward, I 

went over to Floyd and remarked that it was just 

like cheating! (He just thought I was lucky.) 

 

Are there downsides? Sure! Your batteries could 

run out at the worst possible time. You may not 

have trained properly and take waaaaay too much 

time performing the “Red Dot Rumba”. (That’s the 

dance that we watch shooters on the line execute as 

they try desperately to find that pesky little dot in 

the glass of their brand-new sights). Up and down, 

side-to-side the barrel goes. Noses get pointed in all 

sorts of directions as the progressive lenses on their 

eyeglasses are raised and lowered, fruitlessly 

searching for this new technological wonder. By the 

time it’s finally found (if it is), the arms are 

exhausted and the shooter frustrated. You can also 

easily overspend on these trinkets, just certain that 

the $900.00 military-spec version is just the ticket 

for your $400.00 target pistol. Could the vital skill 

of using your iron sights deteriorate? Yup. If you 

depend solely on technology, your expertise in the 

use of the original sights on your gun will probably 

go downhill. Using your iron sights, just the way 

God intended and you were taught by your Papa is a 

vital part of shooting and that’s where the main 

controversy comes into play. The purists among us 

would have you believe that just opening the box of 

a new, pricey Trijicon RMR will instantly make you 

forget how to shoot the “old fashioned” way. 

Admittedly, some new red dot users are loathe 

removing the contraption from their firearm in 

mortal fear of “losing the zero” they so 

painstakingly acquired. Of course, if they zeroed in 

at 50 feet for the Bullseye competition, shooting at 

five yards can produce disconcerting results. On top 

of all that, there are reports from some shooters that 

unless your head is at the perfect angle, polarized 

sun glasses can cause the dot to disappear.   

 

Here’s my take on all this: Since aging, with all of 

its fun consequences, seems to be a major pastime 

around The Villages, I think that anything that can 

extend the time you spend doing something you 

love is terrific. If the use of red dot sights can help 

someone with macular degeneration keep shooting, 

go for it. If you can still see the iron sights on your 

firearms, don’t stop giving (at least) equal time to 

those skills as well. Try for an ideal set up on your 

gun: If they’re available, put tall enough front sights 

on the firearm to be able to “co-witness” the sights. 

That is, if the red dot dies for some reason, you can 

still see and use the front sight through the red dot 

glass. When installing red dots on your particular 

firearm model, if you were able to keep the rear 

sights in place as well, better still. 

 

If you’re going to use this new technology, train 

enough that finding the red dot each and every time 

is instantly automatic and it becomes as natural as 

using your iron sights. You’ll be expanding your 

skill set and improving your results. If you don’t 

train, you’re just wasting your money. 
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Seminar Review 

 

CLUB ORIENTATION & THE 

NEW RESERVATION SYSTEM 
WOW! The May 16

th
 Seminar was comprehensive.  

75 slides of information. What is there not to know.   

 

The presentation centered on 5 main topics: 

 Club Organization & Operations 

 Club sponsored Activities 

 Member Services Offered 

 Website contents & navigation 

 Online registrations with the new reservation 
system 

 

You might want to download the presentation from the 

website and keep as a guide especially for website 

navigation and online registration and event 

reservations. For now, go to the website tab Education | 

select Meeting & Seminar Presentations and click the 

document you desire (slide #13 for future reference). 

 

The information is visual and straight forward.  A 

couple of additional notes based on recent input. 

 

For whatever reason(s), some club emails end up in 

the spam folder. Even after you retrieve the email 

and designate it not junk, it may end up there at a 

later date.  So, please always check the spam folder. 

 

Pay attention to slide 18. This notes that if you 

unsubscribe from the email system, you unsubscribe 

from every email including events, excursions, et al.  

You cannot undo the unsubscribe, rather you need 

to contact the club to obtain a link to re-subscribe. 

Go to our website Contact Us | Communications | 

Not Receiving Club Emails. 
 

The New Reservation System, Regpack. It seems to 

be working fairly well, but some have encountered 

issues.  Some members never received the email 

with their initial temporary password. In that case, 

enter your email and select “forgot password” and 

follow the instructions.  Issues? Send an email to 

reservations.sys@vssclub.org  

 

Having said that, there may still be issues for those 

with iPads and iPhones. But, the issue is not the 

device, rather appears to be the Safari browser 

(issues a warning that the site may be unsafe, hence 

blocks it).  If you use another browser on the iPad 

e.g. Chrome, Edge, Firefox, it works fine. After 

registration, Safari seems to work fine for future 

logins. 

 

May 2018 Donor 

Appreciation Awards 
Ruger Mark IV, Target model. 

The winners are: 

Congratulations to Niles and John! 
Note: For gun award recipients, Nordic is closed on 

Wednesdays.  Also, don’t show up the first thing in the 

morning since the club has to return the gun to Nordic 

first. 

 

      Winchester / NRA Achievements 
Looks like lots of people are moving 

up through the Winchester levels.   

Here are this month’s advancements: 

 Expert: William Kamm, Craig 

Leeker, Mike Moore, Hal Shelton. 

 Distinguished Expert: Garry Kolb, Mike Lee, 

Craig Leeker, Colleen Rutherford, Fernand 

Thomassy. 

 Defensive Pistol II, Distinguished Expert: 
Greg Simmons, Francis Renzoni, John 

McConnell, John Kardel, Norman Long, Nadine 

Swift 

Follow the current standings on the website at 

Events | Winchester QP | WMP standings. 

 

Well earned Congratulations to All!! 

Savannah Meeting Eisenhower Meeting 

Niles Jansen John Verikakis 

  

mailto:reservations.sys@vssclub.org
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Ocala Sportsman’s Association Handgun 

& Rifle (Outdoor Range) 
There was no OSA event in May.  I guess there 

were so many recent winners, double 

winners, and a triple winner that they took the 

month off.  OSA Handgun and Rifle open 

shoot will be conducted in June. 

 

Upcoming Club Activities 

       Shooting Events 
 

All shoots are scheduled by 

registering on the Club web site.  Consult the 

website’s Activity Signup Page for availability and 

current event date and time, and to sign up. 

 

Emeralda Outdoor Range Events: 

 OPEN Shoots are on the 1
st
 & 4

th
 Tuesday, and 

3
rd

 Friday of the month.  

 Beginners Shoot the 1
st
 Friday, 8:30am. 

Limited to 8 shooters for more time with an 

instructor. 

 Bullseye Shooting League shoots are held at 

the Emeralda Outdoor Range for both Rimfire 

and Centerfire. If anyone is interested in 

participating please contact Floyd Dunstan, 

email dunsail2c@gmail.com, for the details. 

 

OSA is the 4
th

 Thursday of the 

month at the Outdoor 

Sportsman Assoc. Ocala range 

held at 8:45 and 11 am.  Each session has a handgun 

and separate rifle range. 

 

Shooters World Indoor Range: 
The OPEN Shoot and Winchester shoot occurs on 

the same day and trip until participant volume 

increases. The next trips are June 11 and July 13.  

Schedule is subject to change or cancellation if 

there are an insufficient number of attendees.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excursions 
The next date for a ReLoad trip is July 19

th
.  This is 

a worthwhile trip to experience more than just 

shooting your own gun(s). 

 

 

Next Seminar Meeting 
When: 3

rd
 Wednesday of the month or June 20

th
 at 

2-3:30 pm 

Where: Sea Breeze Recreation Center. 

Topic: Carry Insurance – an update. 

 

Education Classes 

 
Basic Pistol Safety: Jun 13

th
, Jul 18

th
 

New Member Meeting: Sep 6
th

, Nov 1
st
  

 

Register on line at the Club web site. Go to the 

Activities tab | Activities Sign-up Page. 

 

Next Member Meetings 
 

The June meeting topic will be Political Islam.  The 

guest speaker is a former CIA Senior Executive, 

Naval Captain, a Villages resident AND VSS 

member! 

 

Savannah Rec Center: Tuesday, June 19
th

 - 6:45 

pm – 8:15 pm.  Doors open at 6:00 pm.   

Eisenhower Rec Center: Monday, June 25
th

 - 

6:30 pm – 8:00 pm. Doors open at 5:30pm.  

 

June meeting Donor Appreciation Award at each 

meeting will be the Ruger 

EC9s, a compact 9mm with a 

7 round magazine.  Specs: 

3.12” barrel, overall length 

6”, height 4.5”, width 0.9”, 

and 17.2 oz weight. 
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