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Shooters World Status 

 

Is it December 1
st
 yet?!  Yes, this is still the target 

date for the Grand Opening.  The walls are up, the 

roof is on, and the interior and rooftop ventilation 

is underway.  This relationship resulted in almost 

500 new members joining the Straight Shooters 

Club.  The Club size is 2,800 and growing. 

Anyone wishing to join as a member of the VSS 

will get a $100 discount from the retail price.  

While our membership year will not start until 

Dec. 1 or when it opens, we can use the Tampa 

facility as SW members. Just show your driver’s 

license and they will be able to look you up to 

verify membership. 

 

While we have fun at the meetings talking about 

how to get our guns to the range, please be aware 

that the Sherriff’s department is, shall we say 

anxious, and will be on the lookout for violators.  

That means that guns should be encased as they 

would be in a car. Those transporting long guns, 

please do not mount the cases horizontally where 

they may stick out of the cart.  The tunnels will 

teach you otherwise.   

 

While you should expect a mob scene during 

December, it remains that we are all excited the 

opening is near. 

 

Our Club is still working out details of how to 

conduct Club shooting events.  Let’s just say the 

volume of memberships put a smile on Shooters 

World’s face, but also their eyes are like deer in 

the headlights.  It is a good problem to have. 

 

Other News 
 

If you need an owner’s manual for your gun, or 

want a PDF to put on your cell phone to be with 

you at all times, there is help through the Club.  If 

you go to our website and select the Resources 

tab, then Firearm Resources, and finally Gun 

Manuals.  Peruse the list to verify that the manual 

you want is posted. S&W manuals are missing 

since, for whatever reason, S&W refused to allow 

posting of their manuals.  Once you’ve decided 

which manual(s) you want, email or call Dave 

Agnew or Chuck Wildzunas (authorized access) 

with your gun model and they will download it 

and forward to you. Their contact information is 

on the same Resources page. 

 

The Club VSS-LAC (Legislative Action 

Committee) is busy reviewing candidate positions 

for the Midterm Elections.  Until then, see the 

Election article below. This group has done an 

amazing job of providing an overview and 

information on the election candidates and the 

proposed constitutional amendments.   

 

Villagers for Veterans is a volunteer 

organization helping veterans in need 

www.villagersforveterans.org).  They have raised 

$700,000 over the last 4 years with 96% of the 

money going directly to veteran projects. Their 

current project is to build a smart house for Sgt 

Pam Kelly, a quadriplegic with TBI & PTSD.  

They also are holding a fund raiser on Oct 13
th

  

http://www.villagersforveterans.org/
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at the Villages Polo 

Grounds beginning at 

8:00 am.  The VSS and 

SW are teaming up to 

conduct a raffle. 

Volunteers are needed.  

To help and/or register, 

go to our web site Home 

page, and click the link 

on the right side (under 

the What’s New  section).  Try to come out and 

support the organization.   

 

Seminars: the good news is that they are popular 

and 4 of the last 5 have sold out.  The bad news is 

that 20% of those sign-ups never show up which 

denies people on the waitlist the chance to attend.  

So, PLEASE cancel your reservation if you are 

unable to make it. 

 

VSS Member Survey: A truly brief survey was 

requested via email.  The response rate was 28% 

(note that normally a 5-7% response rate for email 

or online surveys is considered statistically 

valuable).  Aside from 83% noting they bought 

the Shooters World Silver package, some other 

results are: 
Club Event Preferences Most Valuable Services 

1. Member Meetings 

2. Seminars 

3. Education Classes 
4. Open Shooting Events 

5. Winchester Program 

6. Excursions 

7. Bullseye League 

1. SW discounted membership 

2. Gun Guru Assistance 

3. Ammo & Product sales 
4. MVP Corp Membership 

5. AR-15 Project 

6. Lending Library 

7. Discounted FFL xfers 

 

What is in the water in NJ?  The NJ Legislature 

considering a law to ban manufacturing guns 

without a manufacturing license.  Seems they 

forgot to read their own law book since it is 

already the law in NJ.  

 

Another one bites the dust.  Levi Strauss & Co. 

has become the latest company to go extreme 

anti-gun and donating $1,000,000 to anti-gun 

groups.  It is time to burn Levi jeans after the 

Nike shoes. 

 

NRA commits $600,000.  They are supporting 

the School Shield Program to reinforce security 

and implement Best Practices (which means 

things that actually work).  54 Grants in 23 States. 

 

 

Mass Shooting Study said what?  A Lankford 

(UofAL) study concluded that 31% of worldwide 

MSEs (Mass Shooting Event) were in the USA. 

Anti-gun organizations jumped on it with gusto. 

However, Lankford refused to release details of 

the study.  John Lott did a follow up study 

comparing 1998 – 2002 data (dates used by 

Lankford) and found that the actual number was 

2.88% of WW MSEs. Note the U.S. is 5% of the 

world population. 

 

Walmart must legally sell guns to legal adults 

in Oregon.  Walmart policy refused to sell rifles 

and shotguns to 18-20 year olds. So, an 18 year 

old girl (a legal adult otherwise) challenged this in 

court on Oregon anti-age discrimination laws and 

she WON!  Final hearing is in November. 

 

The DOE isn’t smart enough to conduct a 

survey.  The Dept. of Education reported 240 

school shootings in 2015 – 2016.  Yikes!  

However, when independently researched by 

calling every school in the study, they found 161 

denied any incident, 37 events occurred in one 

school in Cleveland, and 26 were removed as 

errors since the school didn’t understand the 

question. In the end, only 11 were confirmed as 

true. 

 

MIDTERM ELECTION 
 

Yep, it is almost that time of the year.  The Mid-

Term election is now a month away.  To assist 

Club members in figuring out the various 

candidates and constitutional amendments (13 of 

them), the Club website is a great resource.  The 

VSS-LAC (Legislative Action Committee) has 

done a fantastic job of providing this information 

all in one place. 

 

Proposed Florida Constitutional Amendments: 

There are 13 Florida constitutional amendments 

being proposed in this election. Please note that 

some proposed amendments contain multiple 

issues.  You will need to agree with ALL issues 

contained in each amendment to vote "Yes" on 

that amendment.  Issues that would not pass are 

wrongfully being put with those that will. 
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Details on other amendments are posted on our 

website as a matter of convenience for members 

to be able to educate themselves and make their 

own decisions on the amendments.  Download a 

copy from the website. 

 

This is a BIG and IMPORTANT election year for 

your favorite candidate AND constitutional law.  

You HAVE to go vote. 

 

 
 

With that said, here are the NRA Political Victory 

Fund recommendations: 

IN THE FLORIDA GENERAL 

ELECTION 

RON DESANTIS “A” RATED BY NRA-

PVF - GOVERNOR 

MATT CALDWELL “A+” RATED BY 

NRA-PVF – Commissioner of 

Agriculture 

ASHLEY MOODY “A” RATED BY 

NRA-PVF – ATTORNEY GENERAL 

JIMMY PATRONIS “A+” RATED BY 

NRA-PVF - Chief Financial Officer 

US Senate seat: It should be noted that 

the NRA has not rated these candidates 

for this election cycle.  Rick Scott was 

previously rated at A+ and Bill Nelson 

at F, but both have not been rated for 

this 2018 election cycle. 

VOTE AGAINST Amendment 13! 

Amendment 13, while claiming to stop greyhound 

racing, has a hidden agenda that could lead to a 

ban on hunting and fishing.  Animal rights 

extremists are pushing this amendment to 

establish a legal foothold in the Florida  

 

Constitution that can be used to ban legitimate 

activities involving all animals -- including pet 

ownership.  Amendment 13 is so misleading, that 

the animal rights language is in the actual 

amendment and NOT DISCLOSED on the ballot.  

JUST VOTE NO ON AMENDMENT 13 

Go to https://www.vssclub.org/legislative-action-

comm.html to view or just go to our web site and 

on the Home page right hand side under “What’s 

New” is a LAC link. Print out the chart and take it 

with when you vote. 

 

MEMBER MEETING Recap 
By Don Fraser 

 

 
 

Wow!  If you were not at this month’s meeting, 

you missed an informative and 

very entertaining presentation 

by Don Fraser!  The title may 

have appeared to be a dry 

topic, but not when Don 

presents it. 

 

Starting off dressed in costume 

as a Lee Van Cleef knock off 

(just add Don’s eyeglasses), he 

proceeded to review gun 

history through the eyes of the 

Wild West.  He showed us 

how guns invented in 1892 

were used on TV shows and 

movies set in the 1870s and 

1880s.  What? Hollywood lied 

to us?  Yep.  Or, they were  

 

https://www.vssclub.org/legislative-action-comm.html
https://www.vssclub.org/legislative-action-comm.html
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ignorant in using a gun that had not yet been 

invented.   

 

Another example of what is real or not.  In this 

slide, the guy in the middle leaning against the 

wall holding  rifle is actually dead, having been 

shot by all the others in the photo. 

 

Another example is the slide of Steve McQueen in 

“Wanted, Dead or Alive” (download the 

presentation from our website).  The bullets in his 

belt are a different caliber than the rifle he is 

holding and used in the movie.  Why would 

Hollywood do that?  It seems the .45-70 bullets 

were bigger and showed better than the .44-40 

caliber rifle he was using. 

 

Some things Hollywood gets right.  In both the 

True Grit movies, but especially the 2010 remake, 

Mattie Ross used a Colt Dragoon which was 

powerful enough to knock her backwards about 

15 feet. 

 

Hollywood strives to create famous sayings. "Do 

you feel lucky?" Well, do ya, punk?”  We all 

know that Dirty Harry quote. In Don’s 

presentation he revealed that James Butler “Wild 

Bill” Hickok said “Never sit with your back to the 

window or door.”  Well, until the time he did sit 

that way, and was shot in the back of the head 

while playing poker.  You only need to forget 

once it seems.  By the way, did you notice the 

playing cards in the presentation slide?  When he 

died, Wild Bill was holding a pair of aces and 

eights, and that series of cards became known to 

poker players all around the world as the “Dead 

Man’s Hand.”  In 1979, Wild Bill Hickok was 

inducted as a charter member into the World 

Series of Poker’s Hall of Fame. 

 

Don also attempted to show the “Road Agent’s 

Spin” which is to appear to be handing your gun 

over to the one holding a gun on you.  Then, 

spinning the gun around and shooting the would- 

 
 

be assailant.  Although he needs some practice, 

the method came through.   

 

Finally, Don has been asked to return for Part II in 

early 2019 to present even more on guns of the 

Old West and Hollywood.  Do come and enjoy 

and see what costume he appears in. 

 

       INSTRUCTOR’S CORNER  

By Stephen Mosel 
(These articles are the opinions of the writer only and in no 

way reflect official positions of the Village Straight Shooters 

- or anyone with good sense for that matter - SM) 

 

“STRENGTH” 
 

I realize I married well beyond my pay grade. In 

fact, I was convinced that the only reason my 

future wife said “yes” was so that she could have 

someone around to kill bugs and open jars. Since I 

now feel sorry for the bugs and do my best to 

escort them – unharmed - outside, I’m down to 

the jar thing, at which I’ve gotten pretty good, 

thus insuring a happy union! Bringing a little 

extra muscle to the table has also proven a perk at 

the range.  

 

As instructors, we spend an inordinate amount of 

time helping shooters rack – and more importantly 

– learn how to rack semi-auto handguns and to 

clear malfunctions involving those pesky slides 

and magazines. 

To be sure, good 

technique will 

outperform 

muscle in most 

cases. But, from 

time to time, 

being able to apply extra force to a stubborn 

magazine is a handy weapon to have at your 

disposal. Even big, burly guys who could 

normally bench press a piano are often too tender 

with their new guns, afraid to “hurt” them in some 

way. (You won’t – guns are built to do violent 

things). Add to that the inevitable arthritis issues 

and other age-related problems we see in these-

here parts, adequate force to solve a problem is 

not always available to the average VSS shooter. 

Despair not! There is light at the end of the barrel  
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and although the solution will require a little 

work, the results will have you handling that 

fancy firearm easier, to say nothing of that finicky 

jar of gefilte fish! (As a side note, some gun 

manufacturers are beginning to address this 

problem with easy-racking products like the new 

380 Smith & Wesson Shield EZ. The successful 

Sig Sauer 238 has long been a favorite of the 380 

compact-carry crowd). 

 

I touched on ways to increase the strength of your 

aging muscles in last month’s column. Here’s a 

bit more detail and a few new suggestions: First of 

all, always comply with the old warning you often 

hear. “Check with your doctor before beginning 

any exercise routine”. That good advice becomes 

an absolute necessity at our age, especially when 

it comes to those with specific cardiac concerns. 

Even though I’m not going into aerobics here, any 

weight bearing exercise could put a strain on the 

old ticker, so be forewarned.  

 

If you haven’t really exercised in a while (or in 

most cases – years), start slow and easy. At this 

stage, pain should not be a part of the process. 

You can opt for stretch cables or light weights or 

both. The weights – at the beginning, shouldn’t 

exceed 5 pounds. If you’re using the cables, be 

sure they are securely planted under your feet or 

they can easily snap back and cause an injury (ask 

me how I know!). When doing simple curls, don’t 

neglect turning your hands over (palms down) and 

working out the tops of your forearms. You 

should also work the thumb sides of your forearm 

by turning the 

cable handle 

thumbs up 

(see the 

photo). You 

can start with 

10 repetitions 

and, 

depending 

upon the resistance of the cables, increase the reps 

to 20 or more later on, along with the weight. The 

equipment companies will usually suggest a series 

of excellent exercises, including ones for the 

backs of the arms, torso and a myriad of other 

body parts. Just be sure to follow all cautions and 

safety advice. When practicing dry-firing and  

 
 

running your gun (you do practice that, don’t 

you???!!!), use the overhand racking motion as an 

exercise (see photo). Learning how to use the big 

muscles of your body will make things ever so 

much easier for you. 

 

Our hands and fingers seem to be a target for 

aging pains of all sorts. I have long since included 

a squeezable rubber ball next to my easy chair for 

trigger-finger isolation exercises and general hand 

and wrist-strength work. As with any exercise, it 

may be a good idea to do one muscle group one 

day – skip a day, doing a different muscle group – 

and then return to the original group the following 

day, giving the body a chance to heal between 

sessions.  

 

If you’re able to join a gym and actually show up 

on a regular basis (remember the VSS discount at 

MVP), be sure to take the advice of the 

professional trainers who presumably understand 

the special needs of their aging clients. But, if you 

can’t afford this luxury, or simply don’t want to 

leave home, you can make a ton of progress in 

your own casa. But you’ve got to do it! If you 

think through the process and do those exercises 

that concentrate on body areas that will benefit 

you at the range, you will start seeing results very 

soon. Just like you should be doing with the 

shooting sports, be careful, do the research 

necessary to understand what you’re doing, and 

practice. Hopefully your range time will be easier 

and – as a perk - you’ll be opening those pesky 

jars with ease. 

 

 

Seminar Review 

  

SEMIANNUAL GUN CLEANING 
 

FIRST, notice of location change: Beginning in 

October 2018, the Seminar meetings will  be held 

at the Eisenhower Rec. Center and NO LONGER 

at Sea Breeze.  The time and date remain the 

same, that is 2 – 3:30 pm, 3
rd

 Wednesday of the 

month.  In this case it will be Oct 17
th

. 

In September the semiannual gun cleaning was 

conducted.  
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Although successful, 

someone did leave 

behind a gun (shown below).  The 

serial number on it is 9491520-

421131325 to claim it. 

 

 

Donor  

Appreciation Awards 
 

The September award was a Walther PK380 

Savannah Meeting Eisenhower Meeting 

Bruce Wellman 

 

Greg Nilsen 

 
  

Congratulations to Bruce and Greg! 

 

Winchester / NRA Achievements 
 

Let’s take a look at those moving 

up through Winchester levels and 

their advancement.   

 

Here are September’s 

advancements: 

 Expert: Steve Hendryx, Jim Shaw 

 Distinguished Expert: James Patton 
  

Follow the current standings on the website at 

Events | Winchester QP | WMP standings. 
 

A well earned Congratulations to All!!  

 

Upcoming Club Activities 
 

Excursions 
The September trip to Reload went smoothly.  

Several people took advantage of shooting the .50 

caliber sniper rifle.  Some say the kick it is no 

worse than a 12 gauge shotgun kick, but others  

 
 

claim it is less.  For $10 you can shoot it and bring 

the casing home to place on display.  Also, 3 new 

guns made their way back to The Villages. 

 

So what’s next?  The next Reload excursion is 

scheduled for November 8
th

 and will be the last 

one of the year.  The schedule in 2019 will depend 

on participation, but is planned to be every other 

month. 

 

Take advantage of the last trip this year and sign 

up! 

 

Shooting Events 
 

All shoots are scheduled by registering on the 

Club website via the Activity Signup sheet and 

RegPack.  Consult the website for availability 

and current dates and times. 
 

Emeralda Outdoor Range Events: 

 OPEN Shoots are on the 1
st
 & 4

th
 Tuesday, 

and 3
rd

 Friday of the month.  

 Beginners Shoot the 1
st
 Friday, 8:30am. 

Limited to 8 shooters for more time with an 

instructor. 

 Bullseye Shooting League shoots are held at 

the Emeralda Outdoor Range for both 

Rimfire and Centerfire. If anyone is interested 

in participating please contact Floyd Dunstan, 

email dunsail2c@gmail.com, for the details. 
 

Ocala Sportman’s Association events 
OSA is the 4

th
 Thursday of the 

month at the outdoor Ocala 

Sportsman’s Assoc. Ocala range 

held at 8:45 and 11 am.  Each session has a 

handgun and separate rifle range. 
 

Shooter’s World Indoor Range 
 

An OPEN shoot occurs on the 2
nd

 

Tuesday of the month, 7:30 am – 12:30 

pm. $30 paid at registration.  Schedule is subject 

to change or cancellation if there are an 

insufficient number of attendees.  

Winchester is currently once a month at 

Shooter’s World in Tampa, generally the 

2
nd

 Wednesday of the month. 
 

mailto:dunsail2c@gmail.com
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All shoots are scheduled by registering on the 

Club website via RegPack.  Consult the website 

for availability and current dates and times. 

 

Next Seminar Meeting 

 

The next Seminar is Wednesday, Oct 17
th

 on 

Self-Defense Ammo, that Actually Works!, 2 - 

3:30 pm at Eisenhower.  Make your reservation 

via RegPack on our website. 

 

If you register for a session, but find that you 

cannot make it, PLEASE go online and cancel 

your reservation.  If you don’t know how, send 

your regrets and information to email 

reservations.sys@vssclub.org. 

  

Education Classes 
 

Basic Pistol Safety:  Due to the 

current high demand, additional 

Basic Pistol Safety classes were 

added, but filled up as soon as they 

were posted.  Check with website frequently IF 

any additional classes are added, or perhaps one in 

January.  There are still a few seats on Nov 5
th

. 

Personal Protection I – In the Home – pending; 

consult the website for the latest course 

Personal Security II - Outside the Home 

2 day training course – pending; consult the 

website for the latest course 

New Member Orientation: Nov 1st 

Register online at the Club website. Go to the 

website Activity Sign Up page. 

 

"There are no dangerous weapons. There are 

only dangerous men." - Robert A. Heinlein 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Donor Appreciation Awards 
 

At each meeting an 

appreciation award 

will be given away.  

For October, it will 

be a FN 509. What a 

beauty especially 

given its MSRP of 

$649.  This is a 9mm, DAO 10 round (opt. 12) 

4.0” barrel 7.4” length 5.56” height 1.35” width 

26.9 oz. Weight 5.5-7.5 lb pull. 

 

Next Member Meetings 
 

The October meeting topics will be Congressman 

Webster, LAC Election Report, & Taurus Arms. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: due to the size of the Club 

(~2,800 members), there is no single place in The 

Villages to hold even two meetings per month.  

Thus, we request that those living North of Route 

466A (aka Cleveland or Miller Blvd), please 

consider going to the Savannah meeting where 

there is considerably more seating.  Conversely, 

those living South of 466A, please go to the 

Eisenhower meeting. 

 

Savannah: Mon. Oct. 8
th

, 6:45 – 8:15 pm. Doors 

open at 6:00 pm.  NOTE, this is a Monday event 

this month. 

Eisenhower: Mon. Oct. 22
nd

, 6:30-8:00 pm. 

Doors open at 5:30 pm. 

 

"A man's rights rest in three boxes: the 

ballot box, the jury box, and the cartridge 

box."- Frederick Douglass 
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