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Next Member Meetings 

Savannah – Tuesday, 
Sept. 20th - 6:45 to 
8:15 pm. Doors open 
at 6 pm.  Donor 
Award: Ruger Max-9 

9mm, 3.2” hammer forged 
barrel, two 10+1 capacity 
magazines, high visibility 
tritium night sights, 18.4oz 
weight.  

Eisenhower – Monday, Sept. 
26th - 6:30 to 8:00 pm. Doors 
open at 5:30 pm. Donor 
Award:  FN 502 Black 
Tactical .22 cal,  
Industry’s first slide-mounted 
optics-ready, 4.6’ barrel, 15-
round high-capacity magazine, hammer fired, single 
action trigger, weight 23.7 oz and is suppressor-
ready. 

September Topic: TBD 

New Ammo Supplier 

In the May 2022 
edition of The 
Reticle Steve Mosel 
wrote a nice article 
on member Adam 
Lawrence and his 
new Lawrence 
Ammunition Co.  
Since then, Chuck Wildzunas arranged for Adam to 
sell his ammunition at the June VSS Club meetings.    

 

 

 

 

The sales used the same format as the previous VSS 
ammo sales, you pay for the purchase at the meeting 
and meet Adam at his company van after the meeting 
to pick up your ammo.  That is the policy of The 
Villages Recreation department. 

At this time, we do not know of the schedule of 
Adam’s return to the VSS meetings, which is based 
on the response of all of us purchasing Lawrence 
ammunition.  The members response to this benefit 
during the June meetings was very positive. 

CLUB SMOKELESS SIMULATOR 
SHOOTS 

 
Our Club has 
purchased a second 
Simulator System. 
There will be two 
Simulator Activities 
happening at the same 
time.  

Good News! There is No Range Fee, No Ammo, and 
No Gun Required.  
The Only 
Requirement is to 
Come Have Fun! 
To meet everyone's 
needs, our own 
NRA Certified 
Instructors will be 

conducting the Simulator Shoots.   
 
We will emphasize accuracy, acquiring and 
reacquiring your target in a timely fashion, and 
making "shoot or no shoot" determinations. 
 
 Make your reservation now, Click HERE. 
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Legislative Action Committee 
 
At our December VSS Club 
meeting with Senator Baxley, 
he discussed the “Castle 
Doctrine” and  
“Stand Your Ground” laws in 
Florida as they pertained to the 
proposed Constitutional Carry 
law. This law did not make it 
through the committees during 
the 2022 legislation session 
and was not presented to the 
Florida House and Senate for a 
vote, but we expect that it will 
be active again in the 2023 
sessions.  So, stayed tuned to 
news of this pending 
legislation. 

 
The VSS club is based on “Gun Safety, Education 
and Marksmanship”, so we believe that everyone that 
carries a gun needs to be safe and able to hit an 
intended target if a weapon is drawn and fired in a 
defensive situation.  So, everyone that carries a 
weapon needs training on the safe operation of a gun, 
including marksmanship training. 
 
We are also concerned that Florida retains the current 
state reciprocity agreements with the 37 other states 
that recognize concealed carry reciprocity.  So, if the 
Florida CCW permitting process is eliminated by a 
new Constitutional Carry law, we would lose that 
right in some states that require a state issued 
concealed carry permit to carry in the home state.  As 
an example, Vermont does not require a permit to 
conceal carry, so we can carry in Vermont as Florida 
residents, but Vermont residents cannot carry in 
Florida because we currently require a conceal carry 
permit.  Here is a link to the VSS website for the 
Florida resident’s gun carry state reciprocity: 
 
Alabama recently passed a Constitutional Carry law, 
but retained the gun carry permit process, which will 
retain conceal carry reciprocity agreements with 
other states.  That is the correct way to handle 
Constitutional Carry laws. 

Battle Rifles of WWII 
 
Editor: The following are excerpts from Don Frazer’s 
May 2022 presentation at the VSS meeting. 
 
Following WWI, the search for a semi-automatic 
battle rifle began in earnest. Future battles would be 
won by the country that could put the most lead 
downrange at the highest rate. The bolt action 
Springfield 1903 needed to be replaced. 
 
The M1 Garand 
 

• M1 
Rifle 
Patented 
by John C. 
Garand in 
1932.  

• Designed gas actuated 
self-loading rifle. 

• Took 15 years to 
refine the design. 

• Semi-automatic, 
Caliber .30,  

• Approved by the 
Army in 1936. 

• Mass production in 
1940. 

• 4 million 
produced during 
WW2. 
• Garand never 
received any 
royalties; he had 
signed over all 
rights in 1936.  

Over 6.5 million M1 
rifles were eventually 
produced. 

• Weight: 9.5 pounds 
• Uses en bloc clips of 

8 round. 
• PING!  
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WW2 Manufacturers: 
 
Springfield Armory - 3,526,922 (1932-1945),  
Best Month: (Jan ’44) 122,001 or 164/hour 
 
Winchester Arms - 513,880 (1940-1945) 
 
Next issue we will go into the M1 variants that were 
used during WWII until after the Viet Nam war. 
 

Instructor’s Corner 
By Steve Mosel 

(These articles are the 
opinions of the writer only 
and in no way reflect 
official positions of the 
Villages Straight Shooters - 
or anyone with good sense 

for that matter - SM)  

“CROSSOVER” 
 

Even with all the innovation, 
new ideas and concepts 
brought to the design of 
firearms in recent years, the 
questions that instructors get 
are often exactly the same. 
This is understandable seeing 
as how the Club keeps 

welcoming a steady stream of new shooters with the 
same concerns that we all had at the beginning. 
Certainly, a contender for the most-asked question 
is, “Which handgun should I buy?” The majority of 
instructors will then counter with a very important 
consideration: “Exactly what do you intend to do 
with your gun?” Before we can recommend 
anything, we want to know if the gun is going to be 
used for target shooting – home defense – as a 
concealed carry gun – a competition pistol – a 
hunter, what? And, that’s because a lot of modern 
handguns have been designed with specialty uses in 

mind. Like the clubs in 
your golf bag, they 
often have specific 
jobs that they do the 
best. But, so often, 
especially with newer 
shooters, who aren’t 

yet sure of the answer to that question or aren’t able 
to make the financial commitment of multiple 
firearms in their collection, their need is for a gun 
that is as close to a crossover firearm as they can 
get. They want it to be able to do everything!  
 
Up until recently, 
the Glock 19 was the 
closest offering to a 
“do everything” gun 
that you could find. 
It was in between in 
size – had a decent 
capacity – and most 
famous of all: you 
could roll over it with a tank and it would probably 
operate just fine! I still have one and use it for 
various jobs. I used to carry it but found that, at the 
end of the day, I really knew it was there. It’s kind 
of blocky and thick and how wide a pistol is, is one 
of the most important reasons that a shooter likes or 
does not like a pistol for carry. If it’s too thick, it 
will “print” easier and not be as comfortable for all-

day carry. But, to the rescue come the 
manufacturers, competing hard 

for every spare dollar in 
your wallet! Just 
within the past few 
years, we’ve had a 

slew of designs pouring 
forth, trying to convince the public 
that their handgun is exactly what 
they’ve been looking for. I’m going 

to talk about one of them that has caught my 
attention as possibly the almost perfect answer to 
that original question about a gun that does near 
everything: The Springfield Armory Hellcat Pro.  
Here are some of the stats:  
 
o $634.00 MSRP (which should put it somewhere 
in the $550.00 street range) 
o 3.7-inch barrel 
o 15 + 1 capacity 

o Red-Dot ready (Lots of reasonably priced options 
and important, especially for aging eyes) 
o Very accurate! (One test shot a 1.6-inch group at 
25 yards – very good for this barrel length and price 
point)  
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o Stippled grips (A more and more popular grip 
surface)  
o Thinner grips (A huge advantage for superior 
concealment and smaller hands)  
o Relatively gentle shooter for a 9mm.  
 
Although the trigger pull is a little heavy for my 
liking - at just over 6 lbs. - that is something I 
almost always address on my carry guns anyway, 
by dropping in a superior aftermarket trigger.  
 
Also, even though this model is a bit larger than the 
numerous offerings of micro-compacts available 
right now, the added size and weight make it easier 
and less punishing to shoot.  
 
There’s little doubt that with the bounty of great 
guns to choose from, you will be able to find what 
you’re looking for in a firearm. This Springfield 
Armory may not be your cup of tea, but I’ll tell you 
what: As much as I usually hesitate to recommend a 
particular gun, this baby sure comes closer than just 
about anything I’ve seen as of yet to being the 
perfect crossover tool to protect you and yours. 
Since it’s accurate and easy to shoot to boot, it even 
affords you the opportunity to have some fun doing 
what you should be doing and practice at the range! 

As always – BEFORE YOU BUY - give it a  
looksee at your local dealer, pick it up, operate the 
controls and see if it’s the right choice for you.  

"There are hundreds of millions of gun 
owners in this country, and not one of 
them will have an accident today. The 
only misuse of guns comes in 
environments where there are drugs, 
alcohol, bad parents, and undisciplined 
children. Period." - Ted Nugent 
 

 
 
"If the constitutional right to keep and 
bear arms is to mean anything, it must, as 
a general matter, permit a person to 
possess, carry and sometimes conceal 
arms to maintain the security of his 
private residence or privately operated 
business." 
- David Prosser (Wisconsin Supreme 
Court justice) 
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