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US Air Force Medical Evacuation Procedures
Presented by:

Col. Barb Petersen, USAF Retired



• BARB PETERSEN COLONEL NC USAFR (RET)

AIR FORCE MEDICAL 
SERVICE

- CRITICAL CARE AIR TRANSPORT TEAM      

CCATT

- AEROMEDICAL EVACUATION

- AF NURSE CORPS



1980-1984 USAF Academy

1984-1985 Incirlik, AB  Turkey 

1985-1988 Rhein Main AB, GE

1988-1990 McGuire AFB, NJ

1990-1991 Pittsburgh AB, PA

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY

1991-1994 Wright Patterson AFB, OH

1994-1997 Langley AFB, VA

1998- 2001 Ft Derrick, MD

2001-2006 ARPC Denver, CO

2006-2007 Hickam AFB, HI

2007-2009 Robins AFB, GA



REQUIREMENTS:

United States Air Force School of Aerospace Medicine

- Six Week Course 

- Survival Field Training

- Altitude Chamber

- Equipment approved for flight

Stresses of Flight: 

Hypoxia, gravitational forces, barometric pressure changes, 

thermal changes, vibration, humidity, noise, and fatigue



Incirlik AB, Turkey

C130 & F16 Rotations





C9 Nightingale -Intertheater

C141 Starlifter -Intra/inter

C130 Hercules 



NURSES:

Medical Crew Director

2FN

AEROMEDICAL TECHS: 

CMT

2MT  3MT



Routine Missions

2X Week:

Spain

Italy

Turkey

RON

2X Week:

England

Berlin

2X Week: USA

On Call

24/7

URGENTs

Torrejon
Rota

Zaragoza

Mildenhall

Brindesi

Naples

Vicenza

IncirlikIzmir

Tempelh

of

Athens

Iraklion

Sigonella

X



Rhein-Main Air Base, Germany, 8 August 1985:                        
CAR BOMB  KILLS 2; MORE THAN 20 INJURED                                                            

LEFT A CRATER SEVERAL FEET DEEP; 30 CARS THROWN

RED ARMY FACTION (BAADER-MEINHOF GANG) RESPONSIBLE



Achille Lauro Cruise Ship Hijacking 7 Oct 85
Leon Klinghoffer, Jewish American shot, killed & thrown overboard

97 of 748 passengers 

left onboard @ Cairo

By Palestinian Liberation Front



EgyptAir Flight 648 Hijacked from 

Athens to Cairo by Abu Nidal 

•Landed in Malta

•56 passengers killed

•2 hijackers killed   

•2 crewmembers killed

23 Nov 1985

Jackie Pflug survives

- Urgent C9 mission



5 April 1986

West Berlin 

La Belle Discotheque 

bombing 

-3 killed 

-229 injured

C9 

URGENT mission to 

Berlin to Landstuhl

-29 victims



~ 400 PAX onboard

22 hostages dead

150 injured

5 Sept 1986 Hijacking Pan AM FL 73, by Abu Nidal

at Jinnah International Airport in Karachi, PK

16 Hour Standoff



USS Carl Vinson

Mombasa, Kenya 1987

Indian Ocean

Sailor severed his trachea



27 July 1986

AMERICAN HOSTAGE FREED IN LEBANON AFTER 19 MONTHS

Rev. Lawrence Martin Jenco,     

1 of 5 kidnapped Americans in 

Lebanon, was freed by a radical 

Shiite group after nearly 19 

months as a captive because his 

health was worsening.



McCollum SAAM Missions ~ 1986-1988 





USAF Critical Care Air Transport Team

CCATT

1997



Air Force Medical Service 
Critical Care Air Transport 
Team (CCATT)

Click link below or copy to 
your browser for a 10 
minute review of 
Medevac history.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&reload=9&app=desktop&v=og2716Hh0AQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&reload=9&app=desktop&v=og2716Hh0AQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&reload=9&app=desktop&v=og2716Hh0AQ
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